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| > "Mi Chapters 22, 23, and 24. 
How yoodly are thy Tents, O Tacob,and thy T4. 
bernacles,” O 1frael : for thu houſe full of il 
ver end Gold I would not curſe ; for how I 
I curſe whom God hath not curſed? Or how 
ſhall 1 defie, whom the Lord hath not defied? 
Col. 2.4 
Though I be abſent i in the fleſh, yet am 1 with you 
in the Spirit, joying and beholding your ordey 
and the ſedfaſine of your faith it® Chriſt, 
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ADVERTISMES T 


He following Pics 
.-.© concerffing rhe (os 
7... Ter Aent of this 
| Chutchy:'was Print- 
"1: | edt Bdinburgh, b 
Fart Bryſon in Av19-1641. Lean 
not certainly tearh who was the Aus 
thor: The {rain'sf the Preface; and 
the laſt" exreirt'6n the Tivie:-prge, 
ſeemto ittiport be Was a Yenanpes, 
But jwhoever he was,” he harh-cer- 
ike been a perſon ot great:Kuow. 
ledge; ndaſtcy and Accuracy; both 
for Matte#;F xpreſtion'and: Mothod, 
and of much 'calmaek wu? Spirir, 
wherever he hath occaſion totouch 
thoſe of adifferent pafwafion. And 
ſoſaras Tcan undetftand , there is 
none who in this way hath done 
A 1 more 


Advertiſment,  _ 
more to clear the praQtice of this 
Church. There is one thing ſingy- 
larinit, which adds much-to its ya» 
lue, That the Author ſeems to have 
entred upon an Inquiry intoour Go- 
vernment, with a prejudice again 

it, asthe Preface inſinuarehy and 
yet when he came fully ra-under- 
ſtandir, his Thoughts rurn& very 
far different, And 'tis heartily wiſhed, 
that eycry prejudiced Reader may 


find the like ſucceſs. I ſhall add no. | 


thing farther, either as to the Au- 
thoror the Work, but remit the Cen- 
(ure of both to the Readers ownCan- 
.dor, after peruſal, 


Where any thing appeared either | 


omitted, , miſtaken, or different 
from our preſent ſertled Practice 
(which the Author's being probably 


a Stranger, a ſubject ſo multifarious, F 


and the diſtance of time ſince his 
writing might cafily occaſion, ) 
There 


+ Adverti/ment. 
There hath been ſome pains taken 
y a good Hand, to-mark and fſup- 
ly it, by ſome ſhort Nores on the 

argine, without changing any ' 
hing in the Body, fave that 'cis ca 
nto Sections and Paragraphs, for 
he eaſier finding any Head de- 
ired, 

It can be thought no ſtrange mat- 
er, ifthe preſent practice of ſome, 


ary ina few Circumſtantials, from 


' the Scheme here Repreſenred. Iris 
' Father tobe admired, that the diffe- 
' Fence is not-more , if we conſider 
" the many methods that have been 


' aff, = =. Ac 
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zken, tounhinge . and ſubyert the 
vhole frame 'of the Conſtitution : 
he long and fore Toflings the Mi- 
iſtry have been keept under : The 
reat Interval betwixt their publick 
ppearances: Thedaily weating oft 
he Stage, of theſe many Graye and 
udicious Paſtors, who once were, 
| A 3 as 


\ Adverts Amenk. 
as their Mcmories ftilligill be, ji 
{mall partof rhe Honoat and Glot th 
of this Church - The :jnvincibl fot 
want-of Experience: (which is 8c fu 
attainable, buthy a'cobrſe of ſomſth 
time aid. abſervarion) in many wh « 
now. ſupply their places} beſid{kn 
many other Diſcouragements : Anſto 
i1aword,, the nioral:fimpoſibilir pr 
Inſlatu E "atleſig turbato, ſuch 4 C: 
this yer. is.(natwithſ}anging its 1g Pr 
gal Sectlement)» ro bring theſe maſtÞ 
ters at the firſt, $0 ſighs fixedneT! 
in every Circumſtange;, 8s a lin Al 
11me may produce. 0! th 
Ic is npt the Deſign of this'Piecety cc 
deha te or pLove ; bye plainly to gr de 
a gencetal view of our fayly: 1: 
'Fhoſe who-defire ta be fazisficd jos in 
the Juſtice of ic, rhay; confult th[lat 
many; Learaed Labours gf our Dy Ne 
vines publiſhed for its Defence ang bo 
Vindication:! -- +32 4% py , Je 
| T 


Advertiſment. 
ij The preſent publication was 
{thought yery convenient , if not 
\[ſome. way neceſſary, both ro Re- 
qfute the many Miſrepreſentations 
n{that aredayly made, and to Inform 
þ others, who are Ignorant, or leſs 
knowing / whereof there are but 
ij too many of all Perſwafions) by 
x propoſing a Plain, Succin& and 
1 Comprehenſive view of our Ancient 
q Practice: It being but too oft ſeen, 
that for want of ſome ſuch help, 
(4 That kind of people, do from their 
1 Afﬀection toa Party, both Defend 
their own, and Oppugne the Prafti- 
ces of others, before they well.un- 
y4derſtand what they are. I am-no 
oe way deſirous todigreſs, yet I cannet 
(Jin this place, but notice a Calumny, 
hi lately ſpread, with a great deabof 
{ Noiſe and Confidence, in our neigh» 
bour Nation, viz. That ſuch as Re:* 
Jcaved Ordination, undcr;our late 
| Pre- 


cPrelates, have been fotted*rotake 
:Re-araimation fromourPtesbyterics 
-which is fo norourly falſe; char'it 
;merits ' no'Conturation:' Let any 
who doubts this, turn over to7-10. 
wetZ.ult;of the Meſtmin/ter Diretts- 
Yyfor Church Gov: and Ordmation, 
&c. And then let him' judge* how 
likely this Report is to betrue. 

:'There is ſubjoyned tothis anorher 
piece,v:z TheAfſembly at eſ/rmm- 
fter torcired DireRory for Church 
Government -and Ordinatron 0 
Miuiſters,which ſo far as I can1earn, 
was never Printed, but ifi the yeat 
1645. To be examined apainſt the 
ehen-next General Afembly. Tis 
zr0e, there are matiy Impreſſions 
of their Propoſitions upon theſe 
Heads, which are ordinarily'Bound 
with our Confeſſions of Parthh, both 
inthe Ergl;ſþ and our own'tmptel. 
fions. Buttheſe were only for fix- 
Ty wg 


Advertiiment. 


ing their Grounds and Principles, | 
and were aitei wards ripened and in- 
larged, by iarther Debare,and many 
Cenſulrations, and brouphtto more 
Accuracy, both for Mater and 
Form, in this DiretFory, Sothar 
it being a piece, which fo much de. 
ſcrves the publick View and Confi- 
deration, and withall it having lyen 
in a manner neglected, now theſe 
40 years : It was thought highly 
worth the pains, to revive it, by a 
new Impreſſion. There is no altera» 
tion made in ir, except that the 
Sens and Paragraphs are num- 
bred, without changing one word, 
Either in the T itles,or elſe where. 
Itis hoped, that the Printing of 

theſe, may do ſome Service to the 
Church at this time. And if but the 
leaſt of that may be gained, The 
Publiſher will think his ſmall pains 
abundantly compenſed. 


Bdinburgh O#ob, 1690, I10 


TO THE 


RE AD EW 


Y deſires at this time to know and to 
M make known to others the form ofGo- 
A vernment and order of worſhip uſcd jn 
the Church of Scotland, have brought theſe tol» i 
lowing lineaments to light, There came dayly 
into my hands without my ſeeking, ſome on form 
of Church Government or-other, as the diverſe 
Authors, from their Jove'to Reformation in their 
Judgements did conceive : Byt 1 muſt confeſs they 
did the le(s seſh with me that they were Jdiref&tions 
and models, without the example or praftiſe of i 
apy of the Chriſtian Churches, and were AbſirgE | 
Idea's of diſcipline in the minds of men and nog 
Diſcipline in Subjefto, One | bad, Titled The 
wa of Government uſed in the Church of Scotland 
ut, being nothng but an Abridgement, and cqn« 
taining gcnetals anly, It did nor ſatisfie. Ifound 
alſo many of the godly much wearied of the Pre» 
lacy, who Jer bow their ſhoulder to hear; 
eouch down between the two burthens, real he 
ing unacquainted with the Goyernment of the Re« 
formed Churches, they do not know what to 
£booſe, and fear, ( as to them who are 'ip the 
 8auk is, Uſual) they, know not whape, , Sych, as 
. 6 


To the R eader. 


theſe do rather ſuffer themſelves to be led awaY 
with the Policy of Pacuvins at Capue ( which i" 
ſuch a cale was commendable) than reſoive t© 
fo low the Faith of Abraham, when the Lord cailed 
him. Get the out of thy Countrey, © c, into a 
Lendwhich ! will ſhew thee, Gen. 12, 1. What 
he was i forſake, and the Terminhs aquo of his 
. removing, heoid know ; But whether he wasto 
go, and th: Terminus «d quem, be did not know, 
reſting aſſured that God would ſhew it him. In our 
own affairs we may think the evil known to be 
berrer then the good urknown , Bu: ic holdeth not 
in the matters of God, nor when we ſpeak of 
Malum turpe and bonzm honeſium, the evil of ſin 
and the good ot ovedience, But asthey who 
travel from che South to the North, loſing the 
ſight'of the one Pole come in _ of the other, 
and asthey go on, the North Pole is elevated to 
them by degrees; Soisit bere, it men would 
once torcſ.ke and turn their back upon that 
which they know to be wrong, and would ak the 
way to 2:0n with their Faces thitherward, the 
Lord would teach them his way. | 

. * I'muſt confeſs that 1 did give too much ear and 
' audience tothe miſinformation'of many ( ſo may 
Teallit tow after true information ) who would 
'" haye made me to believe, 1. That the true Go- 
- vernment of that Church was Epiſcopal, and that 
* beſide the order of Epiſcopacy, there was nothing 


"Ab' that Church, but diſorder and confuſion 


* "through the Parity of their Miniſters, 'ex+8:" xs 
2&7 £33 S that 21) did ſpeak and no man did hear 
-avy thiog af anther. 2, That they hatl thy cer- 
”* rgirr rule'vr direction fot theit'pubiitk* worſhip, 

{201 = 
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To the Reader. 


but that every man following his extemporary ' 


fanſie, did preach and pray what ſeemed good in 


his own <ycs. And 3 (which 'was to me an: 
huge rock of offence) That they were enemiesto * 
Kings for no other cauſe, but thar they are Kings. - 


and, out of a defire of Anarchy, did prefer De- 
mocracy to Monarchical' Government: Great 
crimes 1 canhot deny, and much to be abhorred, 
for theh are deſtruftive of all Eccleſiaſtical and 
Ciyil Order, and do break both the ſtaves of 
Beauty and of Bonds. 

But upon tryal1 did remember, that, if accuſa- 


a 


tion were 2uilineſs, . no party could be innocent, / 


and found that it was nothing ſo as was alledge&* 
For concerning the firſt;” 1 called ro mind the 


praQtiſe of a Paintex of old, who being delſtred to 


repreſent the body of Hereuley; did expreſs no- 
thing of the lincaments of his Face, ſtature or 


members, 'but did only make a reſemblance of 


the Lyons Skin, which he was wont to carry 
about as the badge of tis ſtrength, and the Trophee 
of his honour. Epiſcopacy was never the Face nor 


order of that Church. | In the moſt part of their" 


Aſſemblies have they conflicted with it, and by the 


ſtrength of God obtaining the vitory both of old.” 


and much more of late, They may well number 
it among their ſpoiles- The order of their Mini- 


ſters, each one ſtanding in his own ſtation, and” 


none uſurping over another; and the Subordina-' 


tion of their four kinds of .4flemblies, - joyning* 
the conſent anJ obedience oSthe People, are the" 
Face and ſtrength of that Church. Againſt the ſes" 


cond, The form of Prayers, 2dminiſtration. of 
the Sacraments, admilhon of Migiſters, Excom.. 
muni. 


To the Reader. 


munication, ſolemnizing of Marriage, viſiting of 
the ſick, &c, which are ſet down betore their 

Pſalm Bock, and to which the Miniſters are to 
conform themſelyes, isa ſufficient witneſs : For 
although they be not tied to ſet torms and words, 
yet are they not left at randome,. but for teſtifying 
their conſent and keeping unity, they have their 
direory and preſcribed order. No where hath 
preaching and the Miniſtery more ſpiritual and leſs 
carnal liberty, the Presbytery and Aſſemblies en- 
couraging to the one, and reſtraining - from the 
other. And againſt che third, Their Confeſſion 
of Fai;h, the do&rine and Prayers of their Church, 
their late declarations and remonſtrances, and 
what is contained in the concluſian of.chisTreatiſe, 
expreſs as much reſpect: and reverence. to Magi» 
ftcacy,. as any Chriſtian Prince will require. 

. I wasalſo ſtrongly dcawn to the liking of,that 
Chucch by theTeſtimonies given untg.their Retor- 
wation by ſome of the moſt famous witneſſes of 
this Age. 2p 

Oneisof that worthy Scottiſh Martyr Mr, 
George Wiſheart. ** This Realm ſhall be jllumi« 
* nated with the light of Chiiſts Gofpe], as clearly 
« aseyer was Realm ſince the dayes ol the Apos 
& ſtles. The bouſe of God ſhall be. builded in it, 
* yea it ſhall not lack ( whatſoever the Enemy 
* imagine to the contrary ) the very tope-(tone ; 
&. the glory, of God ſhall evidently appear, an 
* ſhall once triumph in deſpight of Satan. But 
* alas, if the People ſhall be after unthankful ; 
* .then fearful and terrible {hail the plagues be 
** that after ſhall follow. Hiſt, of the Church of 


Scotland, pag, 108, 
Avother 


Tothe Reader. 


Another of Beze. Magnum hoc Dei munus quad 
ta & Religionem puram © ivrabiay dotirine,viz, 
Retinende wvinculum, in Scotiam intuliſisn. Sic 
obſecro & obteftor hec duo ſimul Retine:* , ut [no 
emiſſo alterum diu permanere non poſſe, ſemper mem 
neritis: Sicut Epiſeopi paparum pepert: unt, its 
pſendoepiſcopos papatus reliquias Epicureiſmum tey- 
ri inveRuros: hanc peſtem caveant qui ſalvam EC. 
eleſtam cupiunt. Et quum illem in Scotia in tempore 
profligaris, ne queſo illam unquam admittas.quan, 
tumvis unitatis retinende ſpecie, que veteres etiam 
optimos multos fefellit, blandiatur. Bez. Epiſt; 79. 
#.e, © This is a great gift of God, that you haye 
* broughr into Scotland together, pure Religion 
« andgood ordet, which isthe bond to hold faft 
© the Dodtrine. ' I heartily pray and beſcech for 
* Gods ſake, Hold faſt theſe two together, ſo, that 
« you May remember, tbat if one be loſt, the 
* other cannot long remain, So Biſho 
* brought forth Popery;' ſo falſe Biſhops 
* the reliques of Popery , ſhall bring into the 
« World Epicureiſme. Whoſoever would have 
* the Church ſafe, Jet them beware of this peſt. 

And ſeihg you have timely diſpatched it in 
* Scorland, I beſeech you neyer admit it again, 
** albeitit flatter with ſhew of the preſervation of 
*1 unity, which hath deceived many ot the beſt of 
« the Ancients. 

Another of the Body of the Confeſſions of 
Faith, Eft illud Eccleſie Scoticane privilegiuns ' 
rerum pre mults; , in quoetiam ej nomen apud 
exteros fuit celebye, quod circiter annos plus mink 
54. ſme ſchiſmate nedum bereſi, unitatem cum pu» 
rae doftrine ſervaverit & retinucrit. _ 

| un 


 Torhe Reader, 
Ani atis adminiculum ex Dei miſericordia teximuny 
. Fuit, quod paulatim tum./)ottring Chriſti ©; Apo. 
.flalorum dijcipltna ſucue ex verbo Dea e// pre ſcripts, 
. #na fuit recepta, - & , .quam proxime fieri poruit, ſe. 
cundum eam 10:14, regimen tccleſtaſticum fuit ad. 
miniſtratum. Hucratzone omnia jchi{matum atque 
errorum ſemi quamprimuyn pallylare, . aut je EXE, 
rere viſa. ſunt, in.ipja quali herha &* partu ſunt, 
ſuffocata && extirpata. Det * Dominus, Dews, pra. 
immnſa ſua bonicate Regie Maje{ta{t Serenis/{ume,,, 
omnibuſquc Ecelefigrum. gubernutoribus , potefiatic, 
bus Eccleſie nutritiss, ut yx Dei gerbo illam unitd-: 
item & doftring puritatem pexpetua conſervent, 
Amen, Corp: Confeſſ: fidei,pag. 6,;,. That is, 1: i*- 
the rare priviledge of the Church of Scatland before, 
many, in which reſpett ber name is: famous, even. 
among Strangers, that about the ſpace nf fonr and 
ffty years withous Schiſme ,: lec bg Herele , She. 
huh kept and holden faſt Uni:y wgo. purity of 
DoArine. The gregte(! help ofiahs Unity, through 
the mercy of God, was, that with the Dottrine,the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt and 'the Apoſiles, as it is pee 

ſcribed in the Werd of God, was. by lizile. and lutle 

zogethey received, and. according tq that Dilcipline 

ſo near as might be, the whole Coperpment of the 

Church was diſpoſed. By ths meang all the jceds 

of Schiſms and Errors, ſo j70u as they began to bud, 

and ſbew themſelyes,in the-very breeding and bixth, 

were ſmothered and. rooted out. The. Lord God of 

ht infin. ce goodneſs grant unto the Kings moſt gra» 
ciows Majeſ?v. to all the Rulers of the Church, to 
| thepowers that are the Nurſers of the Church, that 
according tothe Word of God, they may keep pers 
peiually that Unity and purity of Dotirine, Amen, 
Another 


To the Reader: 


- Another of King James the VI. The Religion 
profeſſed in this Countrey , wherein I was brought 
up, and ever made profeſsion of, and wiſhes my 508 
ever 10 continue in the ſame, 4s the only true form 
of Gods Worſhip, &c. I do equally love and honour 
the learned and grave Men of either of theſe Opini- 
085, that like better of the ſingle form of Policy in 
our Church, than of the many Ceremonies of the 
Church of England, &'c. 1 exhbort my Son 20 be 
Beneficial 10 the good men of the Miniſiry, praiſong. 
God that there is preſently a ſr ficient number of 
good men of them in this Kingdom, and yet are they 
ll known to be againſt the form of the Engliſh 
Church. (Baſil: dor. To the Readers) And in the 
Aſſembly 1 590. his Majeſty praiſed God, For that he 
was boyn to bed King inthe ſmecereſt Church in the 
world, &c. 
And Brightman, our own Countryman, joytt- 
eth the Churches of Helvetia, Swevia, Geneve, 
France, Holland, SCOTLAND, all togetber 
into one Church for the counter-payn of the 
Church of Philadelphia, *© Becauſe, ſaith 
he, they almoſt live by one and the ſame 
* Laws and manner of Government , as touch- 
« ing any matter of Moment, Neither doth the 
« diſtance of place break off that Society which 
'* the Conjoyning of minds and good will 
** coupleth, together, Having thus joyned them, 
into one Church , he ſubjoyneth concerning it, 
* Loath would I be to proyoke any man to enyy, 
** ortogrieve him with&my words, yet this I muſt 
© fay,thereis no place, where tne Doctrine ſound» 
'* eth, more purely, the Worſkip of God is ex*+ 
** erciſcd more uncorruptly : Where more laſt 
A PLE 1. 
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e+ fu] diligence of thePaſtors doth flouriſh,or more 
«*« free and willing obedience is given by the 
« people, nor yet where there is greater reve« 
*« rencing of the whole Religion among all Or. 
« ders. And afterward, Neither doth it only 
& keep the DoCtrine of Salvation free from 
corruption, biff it doth alſo both deliver in 
«« writing, and exerciſe in praQtice that ſincere 
* manner of Goyernment, whereby men are 
«© made partakers of Salyation , Revel, of the 
Apocal. Chap.3, 7. 

Totheſe may be added what upon the one 
hand is ſaid by theſe of the ſeparation in rheir firſt 


petition to King James , inſert in their Apology 


to the Doftors of Oxford, © We are wile 
« ling and ready to ſubſcribe to theſe grounds 
« of Religion publiſhed in the Confeſſion of 
*« Faith made by the Church of Scotland, hop. 
« ing in the Unity of the ſame Faith to be ſay. 
&« ed by Jeſus Chriſt : Being alfo like minded for 
& and with other Reformed Churches tn points 
& of greateſt moment. And upon the other 
hand, That the Meetings of Miniſters for inter- 
preting Scripture, like unto their Presbyteries 
were allowed by Arundell, Hutton and Matthew, 
three Archbiſhops in England, and proved very 
profirable in the Northern parts for increaſe of 
knowledge both in Miniſters Pcople. 

Bur all theſe and the like Teſtimonies were to 
me but like the ſaying of the woman of Samariato 
her Countrey- men, till 1 #d m-re fully underſtan] 
the conſtitution and order of that Church. Then 
did I belive, not becauſe of their teſtimonies, but 
becauſe Idid fee and know, And from that which 
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I have ſeen and do now know, When I have walk. 
ed and gone round about that Church, when I 
have told the Towers thereof. marked well her Bul- 
warks, and conſidered her pallaces, I may without 
offence affirm three things. 


Firſt, That God hath not dealt ſo with every na- 
tion, if envy would permit, | might ſay, any nd« 
tion, as he hath dealt with them. Whereot no 
cauſecan be given but his own good picaſure, He 
ſheweth mercy, and maketh his Sun to ſhine on 
whom, and whefF he will, and of him, and through 
him, and for him ave all things. 

Secondly, That it is no wonder if that Nation 
ſland to the defence of their Reformation : Had 
the Lord been pleaſed to bleſs us with the like at 
thetime of our Reformation, we would not have 
been ſo unwiſe, as to make exchange of it with 
Prelacy : we would have toiſaken all things rather 
then have forſaken it : Itis more ſtrange that any 
ſhould have been found amongſt them at any time 
to ſpeak ortodo againſt their own Church: For 
as Cicero ſays, Sed quum omnia ratione animoque 
luſtraris, omnium, ſocietatum nalla eſt gravior, nul's 
carior, quam ea que cum Repub: unicuique noſtruns 
eſt. Cart ſunt Parentes, Cari liberi, propinqui fami. 
liares ; ſed omnes omnium caritates patria una com- 
plexa eſt, pro qua qurs dubitet mortem opperere, (+ ei 
ſit profuturus? quo eſt deteſtabilior iſlorum immani. 
tas qui lacerarunt omni ſcelere patriam & in ea fun- 
ditus delenda occupati ſunt & fuerunt,Cic.Offi 1.1. 
4.e, But after you have with your reaſon and mind 
*made a genera! ſaryey of all ſocieties there is none 
** more Graye, more Dear,thanthat which cach 
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*© one of us hath with bis Countrey ; Parents are 
*e: dear, Children, Friends, familiars are deare; 
** But ournative Countrey alone taketh all theſe 
*- within her compaſs, for which, what good man 
* would duubc to dic, could his death (ſerve her for 
** g004 2 So Much the more deteſtable is their bar- 
**_ barity, who have with all kinde of wickedneſs 
*© -rent alunder their nat:ve Countrey, and both are 
**, and baye been excrciſed in overturing her from 


*© the very foundation Ifa Patriot ſpoke (o of his 


Countrey, a Citizen fo of his Republike, what 
ſhould the Chriftian born, baptiZed, and bredin 
Scotla:d think and fay, if he have been born there 
uor only-to this mortal, but to that immortal and 
evcrlaſting Life. No Children on earth have better 
reaſon to fay, Weare not aſhamed of our Mother, 
and it wereto be wiſhed that the ſaying were reci- 
procal!ly true. 

. Thirdly, having the pattern of all the Reformed 
Churches before us, and this example ſo near unto 
ns, what need weto ſtan! amazed, as not know- 
ing what to chooſe ; To abide that which we have 
been, is neither profitable nor poſhible, ro conjoyn 
therwo in one is, but the mixture of Iron with Clay, 
and muit needs make the diſtemper greater, It 
were well for us ( and no other well for us can 
ſce ) that laying aſide our high conceit of our ſelves 
and the low efteem of other reformed - Churches, 
We would reſolve . to follow them 4s they follow 
Chriſt, and not to deſpiſe the Government of 
Cluiſt,becauſe they feem to be but Mole. hills; Burt 
to conform to them , becauſe they are conform 
ro Cixift, and to the pattern ſhewed in the Mount. 
W hat reciprocation of 2iying and receiying in mat» 
ters 
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ters of Religion, hath been between this and the 
Scottiſh Nation-may be known by the words of 
Beds, but ſpraking in his vwn ldiome, according 
tothe grounds of Popery, Nec muito poſt itlt quoque 
qui injulam Hr incolebant Monachi Scotice Nationts, 
cum by que ſibt ſubdita erant monaſterits, ad rituns 
paſche, & tonjure Canonoum, Domino precuran- 
ie, perduth ſunt fc, Anc aiterward, Yund mir 
Givine fatilum conſcat diſpenlatione pietatss , ut 
quomam Gens iila que noverdt ſcientiam divine cog- 
muon, libenter ac ſine invidia, popalo Anglorum 
Communicare curavit, ipſa quoque paſtmodum per 
Gentem Anglorum, in cis quam minus habrierat, ad 
perfettam vivendi normam pervenirete. Veda ecclel- 
viſt, gentis Ang]. |, 5, c. :3. 1d eſt, ** Not 
* lorg aiter the Monkes ot the <cottiſh Nation 
who lived inthe Land Hit, with the Monaſteries 
undcr their power were brought into the rite of 
obſerving ot £aſter,and ++ ſhaven Crownes. The 
* Lord bringing it ſoro paſs; (he ſpould have af- 
* cribedit to another Spirit. ) Which certainly was 
done By the marvellous difpenſatiun of divine 
* mercy, that becauſc that Nation, who had the 
« ſcience of divine knowledge, did wiilingly and 
** without envy. comniunicate the ſame to the 
« people of England; thatthe ſame Nation after 
« ward ſhould by the Nation of the Engli/þ, attain 
© unto the perfett rule of living in theſe things 
© which they had not betore. 
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THE 


GOVERNMENT and OrDtr 
OF THE 


CHURCHoftSCOTLAND- 


Deſcription, 4nd n0t a Demonſtration of the 
Church of Scotland is intended ; non jus 

ſed tatum,their doing (imply, and not the reaſon of 
theiv ſo doing is deſired: The delineation therefore 
of the face of that Church, without artificial Colours 
and diſpute of hey comelineſs and beauty, is naked 
ly expreſſed in _—_— : Theone of her Officers, 
the other of ber Aſſemblies, 


_— 
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Ot the Officers of the Church. 
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SEGT. I, | 
Of the Officers of the Church 
general. 


Eſide the ordinary and perpetual Officers, 
BP which are Paſtors, Doftors , Elders and 
Degcons, The Church of Scotland hath 

no gther at this time, por did at any time acknow- 
—:. 42 ledge 


2, The Government of the Church, &c, Part 1, 


ledge any other : Theſe being wartanted by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, (the extraordinary Miniſters un. 
to whom his will was reyecaled,) and being ſuf- 
ficient for all the neceſſary uſes of the Churches, 
as, Exhortation, Teaching, Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, Government, and Diſtribution. 

11. The Offces of 4poſites, Evangeliſts, and 
Prophets were extraordinary , and continued in 
the Chriſtian Church, ſs long as by the Will of 
God, it was ncedtul for the well of the Church; 
who although in regard of their Order, Degree, 
manner of Miniſtration, and the places, which 
they did hold, which is called Succeſsio in Gradum 
eundem, they haye properly none to ſucceed 
them; Yetin reſpec of their Dofrine, holineſs 
of Lite, andſubſtance of their Miniſtry, which is 
ſucceſsio in caput, all faithful Paſtors, lawfully 
called to their FunQions , are their Succeſſors1 
And in this Senſe, not only their firſt Reformers, 
who had ſomewhat extraordinary , but all their 
Faithful Miniflers ſince , who have laboured in 
the Word and DoGtiine, for the planting, pres 
ſerving and purging of Religion, to the Edifica- 
tion ot the Church, and no other, are Succeſſor 
to the Apoſtles 

III. The Office of a Bi/bop confiſting in Power 
or Priority above a Paſtor, as having no warrant 
inthe Scripture. as being a Member of the wick- 
cd Hierarchy of the ”ope (for, although this prio- 
Tity of Prelates had place inthe Church before the 
Pope aſcended to the top of his Ambition ; yet 
every Corruption in Doftrine., Worſhip, but 
eſpecrally in Government, which, ſince the My- 
flery of Iniquity began to work, is retained by © 

| oþe, 


6&7, © Of theOffcerr of thr Ehuyeh, © oy 
Pope, and by his Authority is Oberuded upon the 
Church, they conceive to be His) andas a curſed 
Tree, which amongſt them-hath brought forth 
no better Fruits, than Hereſte, and Errours in 
Do&rine, Idolatry and Superſtition in Worſhip, 
Tyranny and Peffecutiorf in Government; and 
Lewdneſs, 'and Profanity of Life, both in Paſtors 
and People ; They have abjured and removed out 
of their Church, together with all the Branches 
of that Hierarchy, and all the Offices, Titles, Dig- 
nities, and Courts depending thereupon, as may 
be ſeen in their Confeſsion of Faith, Books of Dif- 
cipline, and Ats of Aſſemblies of Old, and of 
Late. 

IV. In the beginning of their Reformation 
they had no conſtitute Presbyteries, nor ſuch pro- 
vincial and general Aſſemblies as they had after. 
ward: And upon the other part, they had Super 
intendents, Viſiters of certain parts of the Country, 
«nd Commiſsioners for Provinces: But they who 
deſire to know the Conſtitution and Condition of 
that Church, muſt diſtinguiſh between her In 
fancy, and her Riper 4ge: Between her Deſrres, 
Deſignes and Endeavours ; and her Attainments, 
Proceedings and Performances ;> for how ſoon it 
waspollible for them, Presbyteries and Aſſem- 
blies, (which from the beginning had been laten. 
ded,) were Erevted and Eſtabliſhed: And no 
ſooner was this brought to paſs, But Superintesn* 
dents, and all others of that kind, which at firſt 
were of neceſſary Uſe in viſiting the Country, and 
in planting of Churches, were declared to be nci- 
ther Neceſſary nor Expedicnt for the Church, 
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ledge any other : Theſe being warranted by Chriſt 
and his Apoftles, (the extraordinary Miniſters un. 
to whom his will was revealed,) and being (uf T 
ficicnt for all the neceſſary uſes of the Churches, || ** 
as, Exhortation, Teaching, Adminiſtration of the | D 
Sacraments, Government, and Diſtribution. T 
11. The Offices of Apoſttes, Evangeliſts, and L 
Prophets were extraordinary , and continued in | AF 
the Chriſtian Church, C2 long as by the Will of } ©l 
God, it was ncedtul for the well of the Church; ol 
who although in regard of their Order, Degree, | 
manner of Miniſtration, and the places, which be 
they did hold, which is called Succeſsi0 in Gradum | ©} 
eundem, they haye properly none to ſucceed | L 
them; Yetin reſpe&t of their Dotrine, holineſs 
of Life, andſubſtance of their Miniſtry, which is th 
ſucceſsio in caput, all faithful Paſtors, lawfully } V" 
called to their FunQions , are their Succeſſors 1 V' 
And in this Senſe, not only their firſt Refermers, £ * 
who had ſomewhat extraordinary , but all their #7 
Faithful Miniſters ſince , who have laboured infſ} © 
the Word and Dodtrine, for the planting, pres th: 
ſcrving and purging of Religion, to the Edifica- fat 
tion of th? Church, and no other, are Succeſſory De 
to the Apoſles Py 
11I. The Office of a Bi/hop confiſting in Power V* 
or Priority above a Paſtor, as havingno warrant 
in the Scripture. as being a Member of the wick- 
cd Hierarchy of the ”ope (for, although this prio- 
rity of Prelates had place in the Church before the 
Pope aſcended to the top of his Ambition ; yet} Ve 
every Corruption in Doctrine , Worſhip, but 
eſpecraly in Government, which, fince the My- 
ſery of Iniquity-began zo work, is retained by -_ 
"pes 
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Pope, and by his Authority is Oberuded upon the 
Church, they conceiveto be His) andas a curſed 
Tree, which amongſt them-hath brought forth 
no better Fruits, than Hereſte, and Errours in 
Dodrine, Idolatry and Superſtition in Worſhip, 
Tyranny and Perſecutiorf in Government, and 
Lewdneſs, rand Profanity of Life, both in Paſtors 
and People ; They have abjured and removed out 
of their Church, together with all the Branches 
of that Hierarchy, and all the Offices, Titles, Dig- 
nities, and Courts depending thereupon, as may 
be ſeen in their Confeſsion of Faith, Books of Dif- 
cipline, and Ats of Aſſemblies of Old, and of 
Late. 

IV. In the beginning of their Reformation 
they had no conſtitute Presbytcries, nor ſuch pro- 
vincial and general Aſſemblies as they had after- 
ward: And upon the other part, they had Super- 
intendents, Viſiters of certain parts of the Country, 
«nd Commiſsioners for Provinces: But they who 
deſire to know the Conſtitution and Condition of 
that Church, muſt diſtinguiſh between her 1n* 
fancy, and her Riper 4ge: Between her Deſires, 
Deſignes and Endeavours ; and her Attainments, 
Proceedings and Performances ;> for how ſoon it 
waspollible for them, Presbyteries and Aſſem- 
blies, (which from the beginning had been Iaten» 
ded,) were Eredted and Eſtabliſhed: And no 
ſooner was this brought to paſs, But Superinten* 
dents, and all others of that kind, which at firſt 
were of neceſſary Uſe in viſiting the Country, and 
in planting of Churches, were declared to be nci- 
ther Neceſſary nor Expedicnt for the Church, 
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V. The Church of Scotland hath been dif. 
quieted and much troubled with Epiſcopacy ſince Þ | 
the beginning,. and at laſt by'the ' Ambition of 
vain men, bythe power and working of Civil 
" Authority, and by the corrupt Afſemblies of Mi. Y | 
niſters, had ſome footing, and was in end raiſed | 
to a great height, and did become a mountain, 
«And yet the Office of a Biſhop was never received 
in that Church. But when ſome Miniſters, who 
an regard of their Brnefices were called Biſhops, 
had, by their own uſurpation anJ the ſlaviſh dif. 
polition of their Brethren, obtained ſome degree 
and power over them ; They did come into Eng- 
land, and, without the conſent or knowledge of 
the Church, received Conſecration,and returning 
home, did Conſecrate others like themſelyecs, 
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S no man ought to preſume to enter into 
any Office Eccleſiaftical without an in- 
ward Calling from God, who only diſcerneth the | 
intentions, and deſires of the heart, whether they | 
be Earthly or Heavenly, whether they be ſet up-W | 
on the glory of God, and edifying of the Church, | 
orupon the means of this lite ; Sdarethere none} | 
here admitted without the approbation and judg- 
ment of men according to the rules of the Word h 
and the received Order of the Church, —_ | 
; "a © I; 


. 
' 4 
— 


- a * = _ 


own, 


0 
9 


Sef. Il. ' The calling of Church Officers. * "5 


I. This out ward calling of the Offi<-rs of the 
Church doth confift in Eleftion and Ordination, 
after due Trial and Examination of their ſound. 
neſs in Religion, and G-+dlinefs of Lite For the 
better underſtanding of the Calling of their Mini 
ers, it is to be conſidered, 

I. That in every one almoſt of their Claſſes, 
or greater Presbyreries, there be Studenrs of Di. 
vinity; whereot lom e, if they have opportunity 
ot their Studies, do myke their abode within the 
bounds of thc Precbyrery, and attend the mcetings 
thereof : Orhsrs who are the greater par:, ſtay 
at the Univerſi: es, and in the time of Vacation 
come home and wait upon the Freebyter 

IV. The abilities of both the one (ot and the 
Other, are tried in private, before the 'vrebytery, 
and how ſoon they are found fit ro come in pubs 
lick, they enter upon the exerciſe or 'rophecy 
with the Miniſters of the Presbytery. (1) and at 
ſometimes are imployed and allowed to preach 
beforethe people : By which means their Gifts 
and Abilities are known to the people, as their 
manners are maniſeſt by their converſing as» 
mongſt them 

V. Outofthe number of theſe Propoſants, or 
(asthey call them) Expe#ants, the Paſtor isno- 
minated to the yacant place by the Elderſt.ip, and 
by the Miniſter, if any be, with the conſent and 
good liking of the people. And if they can pitch 
upon none e within the boundsof their own P ref- 
bytery, they have their liberty to make their 

(1 ) This they do after a gond and ffrich try il taken of 
their Knowledge, Gifts, Li fe and Converſation ; and 
get the Name of Probationers, 

B 3 choice 


<hoice of an Expe#ant of good eltcem and re- 
port in ſome other Presbytery. 

VI. The perſon thus known and nominated, 
is by the particular Elder/hip, named to the great- 
er Presbytery, where he is examined of his skill in 
the Languages, Latine, Greek and Hebyew, in 
his interpreting of Scripture, in the Controver- 
ſies of Religion, in his gift of Exhortation , 'in 
the holy and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and- Chrono. 
logy ; 4nd firſt efall, Of his Life and manner 
of- Converſation , wherein it he be found vitious 
or ſcandalous, he is not to be admitted to any 
other examination ; Being thus examined , and 
found qualified for that charge, he is ſent to the 
vacant place, that the people A may 
have the greater aſſurance of his Gifts for Edifi« 
cation. 

Vil. After the people have heard him, ſome 
Miniſter of the presbytery is appointed to preach 
to that people of the neceſlity of theMiniftry,of the 
Excellency of a faithful Miniſter, cf the Qualities 
ofa Miniſter, and of the obedience due to the 
Goſpe}, or of ſome ſuch Theme: And at the 
ſame time a publick Edi is ſeryed, That if any 
perſon or perſons, have any thing to objef a- 
24inſt the Literature, DoCEtrine, or Life of ſuch 
a man, why he may not be a profitable Miniſter 
of ſuch a Pariſh, They ſhall appear before the 
Presbyteryinfuch a place, and at ſuch a time,that 
their Obje&tions may be tried and diſcuſſed, 

V11I. Upon the day appointed, the Door.keep- 
er of the Presbyterian meeting , doth call three 
ſereral times, it there beany to ovje@ againſt the 
Perſon nominated : and it any thing be —_ 
c 
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ed againſt him by any of that particular flock, or 
any other to whom heis known, it is duely and 

equally pondered by the Preſbytery ; and if it be 
found to bave any weight, or the caſe be doubttul, 

the ordination is tuſpended till a more perfe& tri. 

al; otherwiſe it there be nothing bur filence, they 

uſc to proceed. 

1X. So that no man is here obtruded upon the 
people againſt their open or tacite conſent and ap. 
probation, or withont the voices of the particu- 
tar Elder/tip with whom heis to ſerve in the Mi. 
niſtery, Bur if the perſon nominated be a Paſtor 
of ſome other flock, and his faitbſulncfs known in 
his former charge, this procets is ſpared, and his 
tranflation more ſpeedily expede, if there be no 
impediments of another kind. 

X. Upon the day appointed for accompliſhing 
his EleRtion, and for his Ordination, which is in 
ductime made known to the Congregation, and 
agreed upon with them; a Faſt is ordained to be 
kept, with more than ordinary ſupplication for 
the afliſtance and bleſſing of God, ini work of 
ſo great concernment : And one of the Paſtors of 
the Presbytory is appointed to Preach to that 
People of the mutual duties of Paſtor and People. 
All which being done, the party, (Who,during the 
time of the exerciſe of publick worſhip, hath been 
ſitting in a conſpicuous place before the —_— 
companied with the Elders, and ſome Miniſters of 
the Pregbytery:) iscalled vp, and demanded con. 
cerning his willingneſs and deſire to ſerve theLord 
JESUTS, for the good of that People ; with other 
queſtions of that kinde ; and the People alſo are 
demanded, whbethes they will receiychim for their 
Paſtox 
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Paſtor, and ſubmit theniſclves unto his Miniſtry 
in the Lord, Both having declared their readineſs 
and mutual conſent, i he Miniſter cometh from 
the tulp:t, and with ſo many of the Miniſters pre. 
ſent, as may Conveniently come near, lay their 
bands upon his head, and in the nawe of JESUS 
do app«:int hin. 10 be the Paſtor of that People, 


praying mat irum 1+SUS CHRIST, Who s at : 
the right hand of the Father, and giveth gifts untq 


men, he may hnd rac ;:emonſtration of the Spirit, 
and the Power and Bictling of GOD in his Minis 
ſtry , to the cymMfort ot that People. Thereafter 
the wholc E'derſhip give unto him the right hand 
of Fellovy/lip, And laſt of all, the Miniitcr goech 
tothe yFulpit, and concludeth the whole ation 
with pertinent thankſgiving and prayers, a Pſalm 
lsſung, and the Aſſembly diſlulyed with the Bleſ- 
ing, 

X!., By this it may appeare that Paſtors or Preſ« 
byters are not there admitted at large, without 
aſlignationto a particular flock, like Maſters of 
Art, or Dottors ot Phyſick, They conceive it 
to be as prepotterous tor Ordination to go before 
the Elettion of Miniſters in the Church, as it is farſt 
to Crown a King, or inſtall a Magiſtrate, and 
thereafter to chooſe him, Next in the Ordination 
of their Miniſters they uſe none of the ridiculous 
toycs,and apilh conceits of Popery ; but,according 
to the ſimplicity of the Apoltolicall and ancient 
Caurch, content themſelves with Faſting, Prayer, 
and Impoſition of hands; Prayer, to bring down 
a bleſſing upon the perſon on whoſe head the 
bands are laid, and Faſting, to make the Prayer 
$0 aſcend the more terycurly, 

2 inhica X11, Thi 
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X11. This liberty -of EleFion isin part prejjuige 
ed and hindered by Patronages and preſentations, 
which are ſtill in uſe there, ( 2 )-not by the rules of 
their diſcipline , but by tolleration ot that which 
they cannot amend z In the mean time procuring, 
that in the caſe of Preſentations by Patrons, the 
exaininaticn and trial by the Prefbytery, is ſtifl 
the (ame. The Congregation, where he who i 
preſented is to ferve, is called, if they have ought 
to object againſt his DoQtrine or life, after the 
have heard bim, or that their conſent may be had, 
And if he be found Reus ambitus, or to have gone 
about to procure a Preſentation , he is repelled 
anJ declared incapadle of that place. 

X111. No Paſtor may thruſt himſcif upon a 
flock, nor after his entry, deſert his charge, or 
remove himlelt to another Congregation at his 
own pleaſure. The Deſerters, if any be, arc 
appointed to be admoniſhed, and in caſe of ob- 
ſtinacy, to be excommunicated. If a Miniſter, 
upon lawful and urgent cauſes, deſire r@ remove 
from one Congreguionto another; orif a Mini- 
ſter be called to another Congregation, for which 
he is more fit, or be called forth upon grave con- 
ſiderations for ſome publick iniployment , ten- 
ding to the common benefit of the Church ; Thig 


g—— —O— -— « 


(2) Virz- About the year 1641 when this peice wat 
firſt publiſhed, and ſo they continued witill the year 1649 
When Patronazes mere abrogate, but were azain reſtore. h 
with Prelacy then deſizned, in the year 1661, and now at 
length in this year 1690 after the avolition of Prelacy 
the car 1689, dare again, as to all pawer of preſentation, 
raken aWay, and the porwer of Calling, given to the Fldcrs 
and Heretoys jointly, reſeryins to the People their privis 
ledge of excepting aud objeting beſore the Preſbytery. 

GC 1 


— — 


is not done by private tranſation, and particu- 
lar agrecment of Miniſters and Congregations, 
but by the wiſdom, and autbority of the Preſby- 
zeries or Aſſemblies of the Thurch ; Nor is it done 
by them, but upon ſuch reafons as ſhould move 
chat Church, wherein for the preſeat he ® Ciniſter- 
cth, to give her conſent : For whoſe (ſupply alſo, 
eicher a conyenient courſe is preſently taken, or 
the way of ſupply is ſeen to be caſe. 


XIV. The Miniſter thus remoyed from one | 
Church to another, receiveth no new Ordination, 
but by vertue of his firſt Ordination he ſervethin | 


the place, unto which he is called and eletted: 
Only at bis admiſſion, one of the Presbytery who 
is appointed to preach of the duty of Paſtors and 
People, and to pray for a bleſſing, recommend. 
eth him to the Congregation, who have before de- 


clared their willingneſs and deſire to receive him, | 
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and che Congregation to his care and fidelity, And | 1, , 


the Paſtor, if any be, together with the Elders, 


with whom he ſitteth betore the Pulpit, take kim 
by the hand. 


XV. Paſtors and Miniſters of the Word, ' 


through old age, fickneſs, or other infirwity be- 
ing diſabled to bear the weight , and diſcharge 
the duty of thcir Paſtoral charge, Do notwith- 
ſtanding ſtil! retain the honour of their office, and 
comfort of maintenance during their lifetime : 
And they performing what they are able in teach. 
ing, governmenr, vifiiation and catechiſing ; 


exa! 
maz 

% 
eth, 


pur] 
' ther 
of th 


are | 
ing t 


Others are joyned with them by the Presbytery, | 
and with the conſent of the People to be theirfel- | 


lowlabourers. and to undergo the main charge. 


XY1, The ſame courſe of ElefFion and ao 
, on 


| 


$11; Thecalling of Church Officers, nt 


Gon for ſubſtance, and in form according to the 
nature of their office, is obſerved inthe calling of 
other Officers, as Ruling Elders, and Deacons : 
At the beginning, and where there be none, the 
Paſtor, with the graveſt, holieſt, and thoſe of 
the ſoundeſt judgement, and beſt affefion to re- 
ligion, dochooſe them with the conſent of the 
reſt of the People. And where particular Elder. 
ſhips are already conſtitute, the Paſtor and the 


| Elders who are now in Office, do chooſe ſuch as 
| areto ſucceed thoſe who are removed by death, 


| orany other way, or by viciſſitude are to relieve 


ſuch as are now in place, And that the Ele&ion of 
one or moe at firſt, or afterward may proceed 


| with the conſent of the People, their names are 
pI and made known to the Congregation 
| by 


the Paſtors, that if ought may be objeed a- 
gainft any otthem, why they may nor be received 
to the office of an Elder or Deacon ; itmay be 
examined : And, if it befound important, others 


| maybechoſen. 


XV1t. When the day of their admiſſion com« 


' eth, the Paſtor having fram'd his doftrine tothe 


purpoſe, calleth them up, and remembring both 


* | them of their duty in their charge, and the People 


of their ſubmitting themſelves unto them, they 
are ſolemnly received with lifted up hands, giy- 


* | ingtheir promiſe to be Faithful, 


| C 2 Seq; I}, 


12 The Government of the Church; 8c. part I: | £ 
| F 

— = ————_ - u 
| | 0 

StcrT. INI, , 

( 

T he diſcharge of their Duties in | 


; particular and firſt of the Paſtor. k 


I. The Order kept in Preaching. 


# hw Paſtor is bound to teach the Word of & 

God in ſeaſon and out of ſcaſon, and be-«! k 
ſide all occaſional, and week day Sermons, which | [# 

| =p" 

| in Cities and Towns ule to be at leaſt two dye] th 


| every week, the Congregation doth aſſemble! «, 
| twice on the Lords Cay ; and for this end notice a 
is given of the time by the ſound of a Bell, My) br 
ſo many of all ſorts, Men and Women, Maſter. .. 


and Seryants, Young and Old, as {hall meet to-, 
gether, are aſſembled ; The publick Worſhip - 
beginneth with Prayer, and reading ſome porti-| 2: 
on of holy Scripture both of the Old and New 
Teſtament , which the people hear with atten-} 1 
tion and reverence, and after reading the whole 

. X , x P: 
Congregation joyneth in ſinging ſome Pſalm. © 
This reading and ſinging do continue till the 
Preaching begin; At which time the Miniſter 
having prefaced a little for quickening and liſting]. p, 
up the hearts of the people, firſt maketh a Pray! #& 
for remiſſion of ſin, Sanftification, and all thingy #?* 
needful, joyning alſo Confeſſion of fins, an! y 
Thankſgiving, with ſpecial relation to the He 
ers, After which, in the forengon is —_ 
Ons 1 P/4 


Se&- III... The Paſtors Duty in Preaching, 13 


Pſalm, andafter the P/alma Prayer tor a Bleſſing 
upon the preaching of the Word, His Tex: is 
Ordinarily Come part of that Book ot Canonical! 
Scripture, -which in his jucgement he concerveth 
to be fittelt tor the tins, and the condition of 
his Flock. | The Þ &rizz decuced, is explained 
and confirmed by Scriptur-, and firly, and Faith= 
fully applied , all in ſuch \-thad, Manner, and 
Expieſſion, as may molt Eo:fie the Hearers. (1) 

Il. After Sermon he praile:h G:19. and prayeth 
again for a Bleſſing, joyning earneſt petitions tor 
the Church Univerſal, and for the cominy of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, for all che affli&ted Churches, 
for the Churches in His Majcſtes Dominions, for 
the Church of Scotland, Miniſtry and People, 
forthe King, the Queen, the Prince , and their 
whole Royal Progery, (2) for all the Members 
of that particular Congregation , as well abfent 
intheir lawful Affairs as preſent, for all that are 
afflicted among them in Body, Mind or Means. 
The prayer ended, a Pſalm is ſung,and the people 
diſmiſled with a Bleſſ:ng. 

III. Inthe afternoon eicher the ſame Order in 
all things almoſt, is followed in performing the 
parts of publick Worſhip, or ſome part of the 
Catechiſm is Expounded ; and thereafter ſo much 


ms 
—— 


(1) Thu Form i a little altered in a few Crircum- 
Pautinls ,. for now the Reading of Scripture u performed 
by the Min:Rer, why both Reads and Interprets in that 
part of the Worſhiy we call the Leaure: And thu 
LeGure requ:rins more time, the cuſtoms of Prefacing is 
not now /« much in uſe. 

(2) This mnſt be ynderſlood<vith a variation ſuited to 
the Time's, 


Cl time 
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time as may be ſparedis beftowed in Catechiſing 
ſome part of the pariſh warncd particularly to at- 
tend (2) _. 

IV. Beſie the publick means, they have 0- 
ther three aclps for Edification : One is an ordina- N 
ry courſe of Catechiſing on (uch dayes of the | gn 
Week. as are judged to be fitteſt by the Paſtor, © tiſy 
and Eldcrſhip. Another isthe viſitation of Fami- | gay 
lies by the Paſtors, and the Elders each onein his | on, 
ownquarter, for trying the Manners of the people, | me 
whether they walk worthy of the Goſpel, forſet- | No 
ting, and holding up Religious Exerciſe in Fami= | and 
|. ; lies, And that the Paſtor from his particular | juſt 
: knowledge of the Flock committed to him, may | hjn 
[| apply his Du&rine, and pray the more pertinent-. 1 
' ly in publick. The third is, Examination of all | aft 
| ſorts of perſons, who are not known to have ſome | Thy 

good meaſure of knowledge, before the Com- | hat| 
munion. .All theſe parts ot the Miniſtry in pub* | pro 
lick and private, are performed more diligently,or | ent 
negligently, according to the faithfulneſs or un- |. inh 
faithfulneſs of the Miniſter, who hath according | rep 
to his work, hispraiſe orcenſure at the Viſttation | tiz: 
| of the Church, by the greater Presbyrery. [ 
| V No Miniſter there, isſuffered to be a Nou- | tine 
reſident, o1 to have the charge of more Churches; | ftry 
Bu: if two {mall contiguous Pariſhes be united by ! end 
the Aſſembly, to make up a competent Congre- | ed, 
gation, he Preacheth ſometime inthe one, and | tize 
ſometime inthe other Thurch, as the peopledo | 
deſire, and the Elderſhip doth dire@, q 


| IB Mags I a ſtey, 
| (3) Thu manner of Catechiſing 4 19 general, but it # 
more ordinary now t9 apprormt s weekday for Catechiſ- 


ing, 46in the next Paragtaph, Il. The 


— 


Set, 111, Of Baptiſm, 15 


Il. The Order of Paptiſm. 


N? other bur 'the Paſlor, who Treacheth the 

Word ,hath the power of the Miniſtrati. 
on of the Sacraments; And concerning Pap- 
tim, it uſeth not to be haſtned before ſome 
day of the publick meeting of the Congregati- 
on, nor delayed after, but upon neceſſary impedi- 
ments, and is never Miniſtred in private Houſes. 
Notice is given thereof in due time to the Paſtor, 
and that by the Father of the Child, if he be not 
juſtly hindered, that a word May be ſpuken to 
hjn in ſeaſon, 

11, After Sermon on the week-dayes , and 
after Sermon in the aſternoon, on tne Lords day, 
The Paſtor remaining in the fame place where he 
bath Preached, and having water in alargeEaſen 
provided, with a fair Linnen-cloth, in a cunveni=- 
ent place,and in a decent manner; The Father, or 
in his neceſſary abſence, ſome other man, who is 
reputed godly , prefenteth the Child to be Bap- 
tiz:d, 

II, The aQion is begun with a ſhort and per. 
tinent prayer: (4) Next ſome words of Ig- 
ſtrution touching the Author, Nature, Uſe, and 
end. of this Sacrament, the Duticsto be perform. 
ed, in the own time, of the perſon to be Bap= 
tized, and of the Parent or Vice-parent. Third- 


Dr TT 


(4) When Baptizing is performed, after Sermon, thr 
Prayer Qih not preceed ; but wnow u'td after the Mint- 
fers Exhortetion and the Parents Engagement, 4s & 
Praytir for & Bleſs ing immediacy tifore the Adtion, 
ly, 


Ol a non EG 


A 


Nerconcluteth, as well the publick worſhip, (5) 
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Y he that preſenterh the Child, maketh con'e{- 


10N of the Faith, into which the Child is to be | 
Baptized, ane promiſcih to bring up the Childin | 
that Faith, and in the fear of God. 


the Miniſter being informed of the name of the 
Chil4, B:prizeth the Child ſo named, by ſprinkl. 
ing with water, In the name of the Father, audof 
the Son. aud of the Holy Ghoſt. Laſtly, the Mini. 


for that tine, as the ation, with thank(giv ing for 


Fourthly, | 


the Word, and Sacraments, and with prayer for 
a bleſſing, and with ſuch Petitions, as he uſeth at | 
other timesafter Sermon, and in end diſmiſleth, | 


the Congregation with the bleſſing, 
' 


JI. The order of adminiſiring the Communion, 
or the Lords Supper, 


OO —— ——_ 


He Sacrament of the Loyds Supper, is mort | 
frequently miniſtred in ſome Congregate | 
ons, than in others, according to the number of 
the Communicants, and the proficiency of the 
People in the way of Chriſt : And in ſome place 
upon one Sabbath, in other places upon two, 
or three Sabbaths, as it may be done moſt con- 
veniently, whichis determined by the Miniſter, 
and Elderſhip of the Chnrch. 
Il. None are admitted, tothe Lords Supper, 
but ſuch asupon examination are found to havea 


( 5s ) The Miviitey ill concludeth the aftion with 
Mr ayer but it u more ordinary wow for the Myniſter to pr 


*minediately after ſermon whither ln beta Baptize or m0. 
com, 


Teft. mn. 


. O/ tbe Lords Supper. 19 
competent meaſure of knowledge in the grounds 


of Chriſtian Religion, and the doftrine ot the Sa*- 


craments; and are able according to. the Apo 
ſtles Commandement, atd protcis themſelves 
willing to examine themſelves, and to renew 
their Covenant made with God in Bapizſme, -pro« 
miling to wa!k as beſcemerh Chriſtians, and to. 
ſubmit themſelves to all the Ordinances of Chriſt, 


|" The Ignorant, the Scandalous, the Obſtinate, and 


ſuch as are under Cerſure, or Publick admonition 
inthe way to cenſure, are not admitted ; Neither 
are ſtrangers received, but upon ſufficient Teſti. 
mony , or that otherwiſe they be very well 
known. 

II. The Sabbathday next before the Commuvi» 
08isto be celebrated, publick warning thereot is 
made by the ?aſtor, and of the doQtrine of Prepa= 
ration, to be taught the laſt day ofthe week. or 
at leaſt towardsthe end of the week ; ($8 ) That 
the communicants may be the better prepared, 
by the uſc of the means, both in privare and pub- 
like. 

IV. Upon the day of the Communion ( notice 
being given afk:er the define of preparation, of 
the houres of mecting, which uſeth to be before 
the ordinary time obſerved other Sabbaths) a 
large table decently covered, is ſo placed, as that 
the Communicants may beſt fit about it, and 


the whole Congregation , May both hear and 
behold. 


IR 


( 6 ) But now it is ordinary that one of the week 
dayes is alſo appointed for publick faſting, the better ta 

Y PP JoY þ JFIRgs 
prepare for ſo ſolemn an attion, =. 


D V. The 


- — 3 
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- V, The Preface, prayers, and preaching of 
that day, areall framed to the preſent matter of 
the Sacrament, and the duties of the receivers, 
After Sermon immediately the Paſtor uſcth an cx- 
nortation, and debarreth from the Table all 1g- 
worant, prophane, and Scandalous perſons which 


being done, he goeth from the Vulpit, and ſitteth | 


down with the People at the Table, wherethe 


—_— 


bread ſtanding before him in great Baſons, fitly | 


prepared for break.ng and diſtribution, and the 
Winein large Cups in like manner ; he firſt read- 
eth, and ſhortly expoundeth the words of inſtitu- 
tion , ſhewing the nature, uſe, and end of the 
Sacrament, and the duties of the Communicants. 
Next he uſetha prayer, wherein he both giveth 
thanks, eſpecially for the lneſtimable bencfit of 
Redemption, and tor the means of the word and 
Sacraments, particularly of this Sacrament ; and 
prayeth earneſtly to God for his powerful pre- 
ſence, andeffcual working, to accompany his 
own Ordinance, to the comfort of his people 
now to communicate, 

VI, The Elements thus being SanRificd by the 
Word and Prayer, the Miniſter Sacramenia!ly 
breaketh the bread, taketh and eateth himſelf, (7) 
and delivereth to the People, ſicting in Jecent and 


reverend manner about the Table, but without ; 


difference of degrees, or acception «f Perſons. | 


Thoſe that are neareſt the Miniſter, having re- | 


ceived the bread, do divide it from band to hand 


—— —  . —— 


”— -  —_— 


| C 7) Butiftherebe another Miniſter aſſiſting in the 
atminiſtration, he raketh rather from him, 


amongſt 


——— 


—_—_—— 
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Seft, 111. Of ihe Lords Supper. YR 
amongſt themſciyes. When the Miniſter deliver 
eth the bread, according to the commandment 
and example of Chriſt, he commandeth the 
people to take and eat, ſaying, Take ye, eat ye, 
this is the Budy of the Lord, which us broken foy 

ou; Doit in remembrance of him. Attcr all at 
the Table have taken and eaten, the Minifler tak» 
eth the Cup, and drinking firſt himſelf, (8) he 
pivethit to the neareſty, ſaying, This Cap #& ihe 
New Teſtament, in the Blood of ihe Lord Jeſus. 
which i ſhed for many, for the remiſiion of ſits ; 
drink ye all of it, for as often as yedo eat this 
Bread, and drink this Cup,. ye F ff eh the Lords 
death till he come. All thistime the Elders ina 
competent number, and ina grave and reyertnd 
manner; do attend about the Table, that all who 
are admitted ro the Table, may have the Bread 
and Wine in their own place and order of fitting. 
The Miniſter alſo, continuing in his place, after 
the giving of the Elements, doth either by his own 
Ipeech, ſtir up the Communicanes to Spiritual 
meditations ot Faith, ot the great love of Gud in 
Chriſt, and of the Paſſion of Chriſt, and to holy 
affetions of love, joy, godly ſorrow, thanktul- 
neſs, and whatſoever may concern them at thar 
time; or cauſcth be read the hiſlory of the Paſ- 


; ſion, or ſome other part of Scripture, which may 
; work the ſame effett. 


1 


VII. Afﬀeer all at the Table have received the 
Cup, they riſe from the Table, and return ina 
quiet manner, to their places, another company 
cometh to the Table, and ſoa third anda fourth, 


—_. 


— —_ 


( 8 ) As to this, the cbſeryaucs is the ſame with that 
avenged in £4411, 
D 2 tilt 
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till,all have received in the ſame maner as the firſt, 
During which time of removing of the one, and 
approaching of the other, the whole Congrega. j 


tion ſingeth ſome part of a Pſalm, touching the 
Paſſion, orthe love and kindneſs of God to hit 
Pcople, as Pſal, 22, or 103, &c: 


the Miniſter riſing trom the Table, goeth tothe 
Pulpit, where, after a ſhort ſpeech, tending to 
thankſgiving, he doth %gaine ſolemnly give 


thanks unto God for ſo great a mercy, and pray 
eth as on other Sabbaths ; The prayer ended, all 
joyn in ſinging a Pſalm of Praiſe , ſutable tothe! 
occaſion, and are diſmiſſed with the bleſſing, be. 
fore which none are to depart, unleſs in caſe of 
neceſſity. 

IX, The Communion being thus celebrated, 
In the forenoon ; the People meet again in the: 
Aſternoon, at which rime, the Miniſter teach-\ 
eth the Dofrine of thankſgiviug , and cloſeth 
the publick and ſolemn worſhip of that day; 
from whic. the people uſe to depart, refreſhed 
with the grace and peace of God, and ſtrengthen 
ed, with new and freſh reſolutions to ſerve the 


Lord, (9) 


— 


(9) And farther dee return according to advertiſt 
enent the next mund'y morning, to another thankggiv's 
ſermon that ſo ſoleznn an attion may be a ſolemnly conclt 


ad. 


IV The 


( 
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VIII, ' #trer the laſt company hath received, | yo 


ot, | 


-L! $e&, 1M, 


Publick Faſting. 21 


n LV. The order of publick faſting vr hamiliation, 


the 
his 

ed, 
the 
to 
ive 
ay- 

al 

the 
be. 

of 


"metimes the Faſt or Huwiliation is of lar- 

ger extent,to be obſerved by all the Churches 
inthe Kingdom, ſometime more particular, of 
one or more Congregations; Sometimes the 
the Faſt is kept one day only, ſometimes all the 
dayes of the week, Sometimes on the Sabbath 
only,eſpecially in the Countrey Churches; (10) 
Sometimes upon ſome day ot the week alſo, as 
in Cities or Towns: They neither make diffc- 
rence of dayes for Humiliation , nor do they 
keep any ſet Faſts or Feaſts: All is diſpoſed and 
done, according as the 2ccafions, and cauſesdo 
preſs or require, as may ſerve moſt tor the end ins 
tended, and may beſt ply with the opportunities, 
and neceſhities of the Congregation. 

Il. The Sabbath next betore the Faſt, notice 
is given of the Cauſes of Humiliation, and of the 
times to be obſerved, with carneſt exhortation 
to the people, to prepare themſelves for affl:Qting 
their Souls, and extraordinary Humiliation. 

IIL In many places eſpecially in Ciries, TowNnss 
and greater Villages, or where the people may 
conyeniently Afſemble, The day before the Faſt, 
the Dofrine of prepiration to the Faſt, is taught 
expreſſing the nature, and uſe thereof, for ayer- 
ting the wrath of God. (11) 


HI —— 


: (109) Faſting all the dayes of the week ts very rare,and 
» 4s little vppointed ou the Sabbath as can be, 
(11) Thu now in deſwetude, and the word of prepa- 
ration ts delivered rather at the intimation, 
IV. The 
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IV. The dayes of the Faſt from Morning to | 
Fyening, are kept haly unto the Lotd in the na.” 
ture of an Extraordinary Sabbath, with Abſti, | 
nence from Mext , and Dyink, from Delights | 
and worldly Labour, with the Exerciſes of Read: 
ing the Law , plain Preachivg , Interpretation, 
and particular applicatian,, deep humiliation, 
and renting of the heart for Sin; large and hearty 
Confeſlionsof Sin, fervent Supplications, and 


earneſt ſeeking of God by Prayer for Pardon, 


with ſinging of peni:ential Pſaims; after which | 


they have many times found wonzertul Delives 
rances, and extraordinary Bleſſings from Hea- 
yen, (12) 


V. The order of Marriage, 


A LthoughMarriage be no Sacrament,nor part 
" of the Wnrſhip of God, yet they conceive 
that the Matrimonial conjunAton of Chriſtians, 
and members ot the Church is moſt conyeniently 
ſolemnized in the face of the Congregation, with 
inſtruction out of Gods W ord, ofthe Inſtitution, 
uſe, and endsof Marriage, and of the Duties of 
married perſons, and with Bleſhng by the Mi- 
niſter, and with the prayers of the Church, 

11. Thepartics are contrafted before they be 
Married, and before they be contratted, ifthere 
be any (ſuſpicion oftheir ignorance, they are ex2- 
mined in the grounds of Religion, and in their 
knowledge of the mutual Duties, which they 


P—o—_ —— 
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(12) Nota, This piece us defeive as to the Order of 
T'anksgiving, but may be ſupplyed from the Direfory for 
Wor ſhip, 

: owe 
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| veft. Of Marriage and Burial: 23 
| oweeachto other. (13) Noticealfo is given of 


the conſent of Parents, or vice-Parents, and that 
neither of them is contraRed before to any other 


| party, nor any impediment from the degrees of 
4 | Affinity, or Conſanguinity prohibited ; The 


contract and purpoſe of Marriage is alſo publiſh= 
ed, three ſeveral 5abbaths betore the ſame be 
Solemnized, and if there be nothing objced to 
hinder their Marriage, then are they Solemaly 
married, in the face of the Congregation, be. 
fore the ending of 40 dayes from the time of the 
ContraQ. (14) 
1:1. They require for Marriage the free Con. 
ſent of the Parties come to the years of Diſcretis 
on, and the knowledge and conſent of the Þ a- 
rents; they do not allow of the Marij ge of In. 
ſants, nor ſecret and clandeſtine Contratts and 
Marriages, nor do they uſe any idle Rites or ſuper. 
ſitious Ceremonies in the time of the Solemniza« 
tins | 


VI. The Order of Burial of the Dead. 


oP Burial be no part of the Worſhip of 
God, nor of the work of the Miniſtry ; 
yet they think meet that an honeſt and competenc 
number of Chriſtians, accompany the Chriſtian 
friends ofthe dead unto the Grave, that they may 
confer and comfort one another by the way, and 
to ſee the Burial done in a grave and decent man- 
ner, remembring that ſin is the cauſe of death, 
that Chriſt hath overcome Death and the Grave, 


ene 


(13; This # not now in uſe, 
(14) There # now no definite time, 
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and that they who die in che Lord , ſhall riſe a» 
gain to life everlaſting, 

11. Their Burials ace without ſi inging or read. 
ing, which the (ſuperſtitious do conceive to be 
profitable for the dead; without Funeral Ser. 
mons, which do beget Superſtition, and tend to. 
flattery, make the Goſpel to be preached with 
reſpect of perſons, and are moſt preſſed by ſuch | 
as do leaſt regard Sermons at other times ; and 

without Feaſting, with affeQate ſhrws of mourn, 
ing, and any farther pomp or Ceremony, thas| 
civil differencesand reſpects do require, 

1H. They conceive, tor Many reaſons , that 
the places of the aſſembling of the people for «be 
Wordand Sacraments, vuyhr not to be places of 
Burial, which is therefore torbidden , and, for | 
the nol part, is forborn in chat Kingdom. 

IV. Regiſters are ordained to be k: pt, of the 


Names and times of all that are Baptized, of ail 
tbat arc Married, and all that are Buried. 
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SEtcr. IV. 


Of Doors, and their Office, and 


of Schools. 


He Church of Scotland hath had no other 
Doors, but Matters and Protcfl rs of Di- 
vinity, in Uniyerlitirsand C:Mlledges, ot which, 
{ome uſe to be chyſca to be Elders of particular 


Churches, | 


Se 


C| 
A 


appuintcd by the Founders, or Retormers, for 


Seft. 1V.- * Of Doflors and Schools, 25 


Churchts, and ( omanfſlioners to the National 
Ailembly, and brfid s th cf{e the Teachers of more 


private and particu ar Schu ls, 


II They uſe to be «<x-maned and tried, both 
in their Learning and 1 i;c , by the Presbytery, 
and their charge is not only to bring up their 
Schollers in huwane IL irerature and libera) Arts, 
but alſo in ci'vi! Converſation and god NV anners, 
but efpicially in the Grounds v! Chiillian Keli- 
2i0n, by way of Catechi{m, 

111, As the Doors of Culledges do keep the 
mectings of the Presbytery, ano by ccwſe ao 
Propheſie, or make the exerciſe with the Mini- 
ſters, ſoalſodo the Maſtc:s « t private £chi ols for 
the greater part of them, who therefore are a 
part of the Seminary of th+ publick Miniſtery, 


and numbred among the t xp«Qtants, buw ſoun 


they are enabled, to enter upon the exrrcile,and 


Aometimes are impluyee by the Min fe « to help 


them,io Teaching and Catechiſirg of th people. 

IV. The Univeiſi:ies alſo uſe tt: be 1:111ed by 
Commiſſioners delegated from the National Af- 
{emtly, that there be nothing raught by the Pro= 
{cflors and Dotonrs, but what is ſound and conſo- 
nant tothe Conteſlion of Faith, and the received 
D«uttiin and Order of the Church; and tw ſee that 
both Maſters, and Schullars do their Duties dili= 
gently,e(pecia'ly that there be no ſcandal nor cor 
ruption of Manners. In I|'ke manner the mor: pri 
vate Schovls,are viſited by the Prcsbyreries: Poor 
Schoilars of good Ingines and exp Cation are 
provided ina great part of their Maintenance, by 
places in the Foundations of Colledges, which are 


that 
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26 The G1vernment of the Church, &c. Part!! Set 
that uſe: And others are maintained, by Contri.!| ral 


bution of particular Churches within eyery Pref. of 
byrery, which the Paſtor or Elder bringethunto| in 
them,ſo ſvon as they are choſen by the Presbytery, | ſec 


—— —_— — 
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Szcr. V 
Of Elders and their Office. 


He Calling, Eleftion, and admiſſion of El. 
ders is before {p.uken of. 
Elders in every Pariſh is not definite, but doth 
vary accordiug to the number, and neceſſity of 
the people ; in ſome Pariſhes 6, in ſome 10, or 
I2, &c. 
I. Such are choſen to be Elders as come near- 
eſt :o the Gifts, and Qualities required, by the 


Apoftle, and atter they are choſen, are at all oc. 
caſions «xhorted by thr Paſtorto be enſa vplesto * 


the Flock, and to watch over them Faithfully, a- 
oainſt al) c: rruprions in Religion and Life. 


careſul in ſeeing and ſeeking the Fruits in the 
people, 

Ill. The Elders do attend with the Paſtor in 
Catechiſing the people, and aſliſt him in viſiting 
the lick, in admoniſhing all men of their Duty ; 
and if any wiil not hear them, they bring the diſ- 
obedient before the Elderſhip: In cauſing the 
Acts of the Aſſemblies, as well particular as gene- 
Tas 


The number of | 


And | 
as the Paſtor ſhould be diligent in Teaching and | 
Sowinzthe Seed, ſo are the Elders deſired tobe | 


fol 
wi 


\ 
ſu 


i2 
fc 
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7a!, to be put in Execution. But a principal part 

f. | of their Ducy is 10 j-1n alwayes, with the Paſtor 

0 | in the particular E:der/kip, and in the « ther Af. 

Y. ſemblies of the Church, as they ſhall be ca led, 
far exrciling o Diſcirline, and Governing the 
whole Congregation. 


_—— 


SYCT VE 
Of the Deacons and their (face. 


1 \ "Hat manner of perſons the Deacons 

ouvhtro be, The Scriptureis plain,and 
ſach they, make choice of as are (6 qu-lified, fo 
| far as may be, The f-rm © their EleRion is be« 


fore expreſſed. Their number muſt be conſide- 
| red &f, according tothe number of the poor, and 

the proportion ef the Congregation, as we ſpike 
» | before, ofthe Elders. 

KI IT, Their main Duty, isto Colle&t, Receive, 
| and Diftribute, not only the Aims, for the poor, 
| | but the whole Eccleſiaſtical Goods, which are 
S not aſſigned and appointed, for the maintenance 
| of particu/ar perſons 

IT. Theſe Duties they muſt perform, at the 
diſcretion ani by the appointment” of the Par 
ſtor, and Elders; for which cauſe, and not for 
Government , they are to be preſent at the or- 
dinary Meetings of the Elderſhip. 

IF. The means for the maintenance of the 
poor are collefted by the Deacons, the Firſt dey 
of the peek or the Lords day, and other dayes of 
the 


23 The Government of the Church, 8&c. PartT, 
the publick aſſembling of the people to the Wor. 


ſhip. ft Gud, at the entry of the Church. And | 


if this prove not a competency , then do the 
people ciiher bring in their Charity, on ſuch 
dayes as arc appointed by the Elderſhip, o1 are 


willing to be taxe.! , according as they ſhall be | 
;adged ro be able. Inſ»me Cities, and Pariſhes, | 


w hzre this order hath been caretully obſeryed, 
none have been ſaftered to Brg, and none have 
I.cked 

V Ther Miniſters, beſide their Gleib and 
Manſe, are al! provided to certain, and the moſt 
part, to competent ſtipends, which are paid ci- 
ther in MAual or Moncys, or in both : And if the 
charge ot their Family be great, and their Chil- 
dren put to Schools or Colledges, they are helned 
and ſupplied by the Ghariry of the people, which 
uſcth alſo to be extended, i' need be, toward their 


Widows and Orphans, after their Deceaſe, of | 


whichthe whole <!derſhip hath a ſpecial care, 


OO | — OO EEO "OO —— 


mm— 
— — 


V7, Every Pariſh a!muſt hath fome ſtock | 
for the Relict of Strangers, and for ſupply «t the * 


extraordinary nrcefſicies, of their own poor : 
Hoſpitals have their own rents, and the publick 


buildings of the Church, are upholdcn, by the * 


Patron, and the Fircebolders of the Pariſh, unto 


which, if any be unwilling, . he is conſtrained by | 


Law to pay bis porportion, (1) 


' 1) Andthu matter is naw clearly regular by Af 
of Parliament, 


THE 
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Part IL. 
Of the Aſſemblics of the Church. 
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Of the A/cemblies of the Church in 
General. 


\ TO man here, werc he neyer ſo eminent 

N above others, ſor Pietry, W i1dom, or 

Learning, or doth he neyer fo much ar- 
rogat authority to himſclle, hat : the Rain's of 
Chutch Government in his hands to- deterniine, 
or to doe what ſcemeth good in his own eyes ; 
But all matters are adviſed, dere'M.ned, and 
qudged with common conlent in the mectings, 

All 
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and aiſcmblies of the Church, which tor this end! afſer 
arc of ',ur ſorts and d:grees, and are common,| grea 
ly called by the nanices of Church eſSions, or par.| peac 
ziculay Elderſhips, or Conſiſtories. 2+ Preſby Ceed 
geries, or Cluſſes, 3, Provincial Synods, and* reſt 
laſtly, National or General 'ſſemblres. tion 
11 Eachof theſe Aſſemblies hath a Peake con 
Moderator in manner afterward {ct down, who} \ 
beginncth, and endeth wich Prayer z propound| ſup! 
Eti matters to be treated z procureth them to be} are 
debated, if need be, inan orderly way, that al| Tio! 
mav be heard, and none interrupted, unleſs he| eiti 
ſpeak roo niuch ; gathereth the voices, which! the 
are n:t:4 by the Clerk ; and pronounceth the| cal 
ſentence, or itthere be an equality, remitterhi gre 
to the greater Presbyterie. (+) Each of them hath | an! 
a Clerk, or a Notary, anda Regiſter of all things | be! 
dcbated and done by them. eſpecially of, ſuch | Tel 
matrersas may be of future uſe. | 
111. None of theſe Aſſemblies, from the leaſt | ba 
$0 the greateſt are to treat of matters pertaining | Ve 
to the Civz! Juriſdifion and Magiſtrate, but only | tic 
of matters Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical, that the | ty 
do@rine and worſhip may be kept in pucity, all | th 
things be done decently, and in order, in_the pars | ed 
ticular Churches, and that all the members of | fl 
the Churches may walk worthy of the Goſpel, 
IV. The lefler and inferiour aſſembly is ſub. 
ordinat to the ſuperiour and greater, ſo that 
if an perſon, ſhall think bimſelte wronged ordi- 
ſtrefled, by the unjuſt proceeding of the inferior 


lk 


( 1) Or rather eithey determineth the tuatter by bY 
pwn vote, or 'f the matter be of moment reſerretht to 4 
ſ »periaur aſſembly, or te anath«7 time, | 


afſe Mie 


SS 
— 


J 


cet. IT. Of Kirk Seſſions. 21 
aflembly, itislawſul for him to ſcek relicfe of the 


| Preater, providing, it be done in an humble and 


peaceable way, and in the right order, by pro... 
ceeding to the next greater aſſ:mbly,and ſo of the. 


| reſt, it need be, taking them in their ſubordinaz 


tion untill either he be ſatisfied, or, which rarely 
cometh to paſs, he aſcend unto the higheſt of all, 

V. In matters diftcult or ſuch as belong tq 
ſuperiour aſſemblies, Reſerences from the lefſer 
are ordinary : But nothing belonging toan infe=- 
riour aſſemblie is brought before a greater, till 
either it cannot be ſettled or be diſorderly done by 
the leſſer, or ſome Complaint ariie : And in that 
caſe, ſo far asmay ftand with truth and peace, the 
oreater aſſembly is careful to preſcrye the power 
and auhority of the leſſer ; and therefore matters 
belonging to inferiour aſſemblies are commonly 
remitted unto them by the greater. 

V1. There, one Church,were it neyer ſo great, 
bath not aurbority over another, nor is it Gos 


7 | verned by any extrinſecall power ; but all the par. 


: 
: 


[| 
I 
| | 


| 


ticular 'Churches are of equal power and authori- 
ty, and are ruled and judged by themfelyes and 


their own intrinſecal power in afſcmblies compo. 


| ed, and conſiſting of their Ofhcers and Commile 


lioners from them. 
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"” . Of Kirk Seffnr, or particular El © 
i derſhips in Pariſhes + 
t Ae particular Elder/hip or Church Seſſion 


d 
conſiſterh of one or more Miniſters, and ol p 
Elders ſo man; in number as the proportion ofthe} « 


Ade ws. tg ns 7 


defator of this Mecting : and it there be moe Mi 
niſters than one, the Moderator is either choſen 


" Congregatron doth require, who ordinarly do} , 
|. - meet once in the week. BY 
"My! il. Tre Deacons arealwayes preſent with the} , 
\ſi li Eldcis, nut for Government, but that they myy| » 
il | make known the caſe and neceſſities of the poor,| 
1. and may conſult and receive direQion for thet| , 

| ſupp y. (1) | 

111 The Miniſter of the Pariſhis alwayes Mo-| | 

| 
| 


j or they da Moderate by courſe, providing that 
1 none be mderator while any matter is tremed, 
| which concerneth his own particular, 


LV. The munters treated by thisElderſhip, are 

ſuch particulars as concern the worſhip of God 

| in that (huich, as, what dayes of the week are 
| mcereſt tor aflembling to the publick worſhip, if it 
' may oc had and be thought neceſſary : what houn 


8 = — > 


| 
| (1) in many countrey Churches they have on 'y Elder! 
| why exerciſe alſs he office of the Deacons, according to tha 


| | ge rule that 1 the Church, the greater office ins ludi 
1 | fs lel/er, 
'Þ] on 


l 
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onthe Lords day before and afternoone, which 
are variable according to the length or ſhortneſs of 
the day, in Summer and Winter: What times 
arc fitteſt for publick Catechiſing, and tor viſiting 
of particular families: How often, and at what 
times the Lords Supper is moſt ſeaſonably mini- 
ſteres. All which are proper for keeping of order 
inthat Church, and cannoe be © firly dete) mined 
by a ſuperiour aſſembly. The Elders alſo do here 
delate Scandalous Perſi:ns, and bring them to 
public. repentance according tothe form pre- 
ſcribed in tbe greater aſſemblies: But if there be 
any doubt or difhiculty,or if the offences andScan- 
dals be great and hainovs, or it the detinquents 
adde obſtinacy and impenitencie to their tault ; 
Thenare they warned to appear before the greater 
Preſbytery,tbere to receive order for their cenſure, 
orto be ſent home again ro give fatisfattion, or 
to make their repentance in their own Church 
where they bave given cflence, and where the 
fault was committed. For example, a man be- 
having himſelte Scandalcuſly with a Woman, 
both unmarried and fioglc terfons, is firſt admo- 
niſhed and rebuked : If fornication appear , he 
is called before the Eld« rſhip, brought to the ſenſe 
and confeſſion of his fault, and ordained to make 
his publick repentance according to the orderof 
the Church, and to abſtaine from all ſcandalous 
behaviour afterward.- But if he prove obftinate, 
he is conveened before the greater Presbyterie, 
the matter is examined, and either he promiſeth 
to give obedience to his own Elderſhip, or in 
caſe of continued obſtinacy , the cenſurs of the 
Church proceed againſt him, But if there be a 

E | {can- 
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ſcandal of adultery or murder, the noiſe an{ 1, 
ſcandal whereof is far ſpred, and filleth all men an 
Ears round abvut, the parties are brought beton; © 
the greater Presbytery, and the particular Elder. gi 
ſhip doth before prepare the parties for theirap, }j\ 
pearance beſore tte Presbyrery. C 

V, The ſame fauits which are brought befor m 
the particular or greater Presbyzery in an Eccl þ, 
faaſlical way, are alſo puniſhed by the Civil Magil 
ns and th: pecunial mul& or penalty (31 
is given tothe Deacons tobe kept in the Churd 
rreaſury for the benefic of the poor, or other piou] 14 
uſes. 

Vi. Nothing uſeth to be done bythe leſſer) 5, 
oreater Presbyteryin ordering the publick wor| « 
ſhip,in cenſuring of Delinquents,or bringing then] 
to aunr50p Repentance, but according to the ſet 
led order of the Church, and with expieſsor tacit 
conſent of the Congregatiun: And itthere bean 
mew emergents that « Ca4! ale doubting or heſitatior, | 
the matter is reMitted to the orcater allcwbliess 
the Thurch. 


_ — —— 
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TheOrder of Excommunication. 


' 


LL baptized perſons, when they comet?! 
age and dilcrer ion, arc not admitted totne| 
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(3) &% famathof it as «ppeinted for that uſe by Lew, 


Lords 


' 
It] Set II Of Excommunication, 15 


an 
Nen; 
elon 


der. 
ap. 


for] 
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Lords table ; but ſuch only as cither upon ex. 
amination are found to havea competent mea- 
ſure of knowledge in the principles of Reli. 
gion, doe profeſs that they are believers and doe 
live unblamably; or coming from another 
Congregation bring with them ſufficient Teſti. 
mony that they are ſuch, or are otherwiſe well 
known and approved. 

li, The Miniſter and Elders uſe all meanes in 
private and publick to bring all others within the 
pariſhto Knowledge, Faith, and holinc of Life, 
that they may be fitted tor the Lords Table. 

ILL. But this not admiſſion to the Communion 
is onething, and Excommunication of haynous or 
obſtinate offenders is another thing yery dif- 
ferent, ( 4. ) 

IV Incaſe of obſtinacy and wilfu! impeviten= 
cy, even when the offences are not ſo great and 
ſcandalous, they procred to Excommunication, 
but with great meckneſs, longſuffering, and by 
many degrees, the ccnſure being ſo weighty; and 
they deſirous to gaine the Sinner to Repentance, 

V. It any perſon walk unworthy of the Gof. 
pel, or commit any treſpaſſe, he is ( unleſs the 
ſcandal be publick and notorious) admonilhed 
firſt ſecretly by one 3 next by two,or three more : 
And thirdly, If he contemne both,then according 
tothe order preſcribed by our Saviour, Mat. 18, 
The matter is brought before the Miniſter and El- 
ders,where he is accuſed both of the treſpaſs and of 


( 4 ) But there ts alſo a twofold Excommunication, the . 
one leſier from partaking of the Lords table, and called 
alſo a ſuſpenſion from the table, the other the greater here 


ſpoke of. 
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the contempt. If he cannot yet be brought Wn 
Repentance, then is the matter in ſorne meaſure | pu! 
made known unto the Congregation,znd he called g'ar 
before the greater Presbytery ; where it he give} ſnar 
ſignes of his repentance, he is remitted to ſatisfy | noN 
his own Kirk Seſlion : But .t he p::f{:ft in his cb ſti. ' rand 
nacy, then by the ordinance of the Presbytery,the} Wei 
particular ElJerſhip is to proceet againſt him| and 
with the Cenſurs of the Church, eyen to Excom-| at |: 
munication. Rej 
' VI, Thematter being thus heard, known, and] and 
juized, and the whole proce's reviſed by the great. lefr 
«r P.esbytery ; The nzxi Sabbath withour delay, | 119! 
the treſpaſs and or.;:r of admuynitions are deciared | uP* 
tothe Cungregation,and the perſon without ſpeci. | He 
fication of his Name, admoniſhed yet to fatisfie: | 4% 
W hich it hc (till refuſe ro doe,the next Sabbath bis | PL 
name with bisoffcnce and contempt, are put liſh. Cu 
ed, it he yet continue, obſtinate, then the next, | It 
whichis the third Sabbath, he is charged publickly ſuc 
tr) (atisty for his oftence and contempt under the | 39 
waine of Excommunication. If now he offer him. | Dt 
ſc]fro the particular Presbytery,then do they at the th 
appoiniment ot thePresbytery, give order for his | # 
pubiick Repentance, the removing of the Sea _ 
dal, andhis reconcilement to the Church, other- | Or 
w:{ethe Miniſter proceedeth in this order. 

Vil. The Sabbath afterthe third publick ads | 'E 
mconition, the Miniſter with conſent of the Elder. | V 
derſhip, isto make known to the Congregation, h: 
thit ſuchaperſon is to be Excommunicated, | 
waroging a! that haye any thing to obje& againſt | 
it, that they appear the next Se(kon dar: And | Þ 
for the preſent, that the whole Congregation | © 

| pcuce G 


- 


% 


Y |Sect. [IL Of Excommunication, 37 


re: poure forth their ſupplications , that God would: 
ed grant him Repenrance, and to come out of the 
ve! ſnare of the Devil, 1t nothing be objeRed, or if 
fy | none for him witneſs any appearance of Repen- 
tj. tance, then is the danger ofthe Verſon, and the 
hel weight of the ſentence laid open the next Sabbath 
m|{ and he the ſecond time prayed for publickly, It 
#.| at laſt upon the next Sabbath there be no figne of 
Repentance, then is he prayed for the third time, 
id] and there being no mean uneflaied, nor remedy 
+. | left ro reclaime h:m, he is ſtrucken with the ter- 
z, | rivie ſentence of Excommiynication, with calling 
4 | upan the Name of God to ratifie the ſentence in 
j. | Heaven, and the people warned to hold him «5 
. | du Heathen. or a Publican, and to ſhun all Com- 
i | munion with him, excepr in Natyral and Ciril 
Cuties to be {\i]] periorimed Ly fach as are-bound. 
ltisto be underſtood, that where the crimes are 
y | ſuch that they cry 40 the Heaven; tor revenge, waſte 
e | the Conſcience, andtHy the Law of God deferve 
1. | Death, and the tranſvreſicur .certainly known, 
e| the proceſs May be more ſummary, and Excom- 
is | wanication More haſtned, as on the other part of 


ho | Abſolution, the time would be longer, and the 
f | trial of Repentance more exact. 

VII. Atrer Excommunication, he is permit= 
, | ted tocome tothe Preaching of the Word, yer {a 


| Us it May appear that he cometh as one not 
, | having Communion with the Church. Neither 
, | ishedebarred jrom private Counſei, Inſtrution, 
t | Admonitian, and Prayer, that in end his Spirit 
4 | maybeſaved. If after Excommunic ation the E1- 
a | derſhip find the ſigns of Repentance, asthe good 
e liteandþchayiour ofthe Perſon excommunicated 
E 3 the 
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the declaration of the gricte of his heart, and big : 
bumble ſubmiſſion to the order of the Church, in on 
all chings that may reconcile him to God and hi " X 
People; They ſhall with joy ot heart make Wor 
knownto the Congregation by the Miniſter , tha, ,. 
they May alſo haye joy over their Brother repent: 1 X 
ing: Orifthey have any thing to object againſt 
the truth of his Repentance, they may give notice] ;c; 
thereof at the next mecting of the Elderſhip,where "a 
if nothing be alledged againſt him, after he hath] ,z. 
obeyed the injunftions of the Elderſhip for hisfar| (1 
ther humiliation and the better trial of his Repen-| ,1,. 
rance, he is either brought before the greate de 
Presbytery, asall other Penitents for great Crimes, | 6;, 
or by relation from his own Elderſhip, is to give} ,4f 
them ſatisfaFion in the figns of his Repentance, | ,, 
that he may be abſolved, Pe 
IX, As all publick Penitents are received, {0| |, 
3s the Excommunicate abſolfed in the face of the | (,, 
Congregation, before whom being brought by | 11, 
the Elders at the time appointed, he waketh free | (,; 
confeſſion of his fin and mourneth for it, crietd| ,, 
to God for mercy , ſecketh to be reconciled to | ,, 
the Church, and promiſeth new obediencc : with | | 
which all being ſatisfied and willing to receive 
him into their common and mutual conſolation; 
'I he Miniſter who preacheth for that time pro- 
nounceth him upon hisRepentance to be abſolvcd | 
in the Name «+ Chriſt trom his ſin, and tree of 
the cenſares of the Chureh, andto haveright 
through Faith to Chriſt and all his benefits, and ot- | 
dinances, praiſing God for his grace, and praying | . 
that he may be fully accepted to his favour, looſe 
ed in Heaven and heare the voice of joy and glads 
neſs. | X, AltcT, 
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'| X, Aſter the ſentence of 4bJolution, the Minis 
Ihiger ſpeaketh to him as to a Brother exhorting 
» im to watch and pray, or comforting him if he 
I bi have need ; the Elders imbrace him, and the whole 
*. Congregation keepeth Communion with him 
ha asithe had never « ffended, 

MM XI. Asthe Presbytery Excommunicateth pro- 


"©! ;ifthey be teachers of corrupt- Dottrine, if their 
lives continue ſcandalous after admonition, if 
at they be buſte in renting the Church aſunder by 
a| ſchiſme and diviſion; if they be given to Blaſ- 
oh phemy, Profanaticn of the Lords day, Simonie, 
i Perjurie, Drunkennefs, Fighting, or any other 
G | Sin, for which, whether in reſpect of the great- 
WV neſs of the Sin, or by reaſon of the contempt and 
obſtinacy when the Sin is not ſo gieat, private 
Perſons are Excommunicated : And although 
they be upon their Repentance abſolved from the 
ſentence of Excommunication, if paſſed againſt 
them, yet in ſome caſcs, eſpecially, where the 
1 | crime inferreth a perpetual infamy, are they ne- 
yer Readmitted to the Miniſtery, except upon the 
unanimous and moſt earneſt deſire of the whole 
Church where they ſerycd betore, 


3 
4 


{0 
he 
by | 
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inl (ne profeſſors; ſo doth it alſo depoſe Preachers, 
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SucT, 1. 
Of greater Presbyteries or Claſſes, 


| by c Presbytery or Claſſical meeting doth con 
fiſt of particular neighbouring Churche, 
in ſuch a circuit as may conveniently meet t 
gether, to the number of ten, ſixteen, twenty, 
or ſo many as the vicinity of the places, and Pz 
riſhes may well accommodate. 

II, lt isſuppoſed that the who'e particular E, 
derſhips cannot well aſſemble in one place ordi 
narily, neicher is it neceſſary. There be therefor: 
beſte the Miniſter or Miniſters of the Congregs 
tion who are ſuppoſed to be perpetual memben 
ofthe Presbytery, ſome of ſpecial note choſen out 
of the Elders and by them, who receiving from 
them Commiſhon, may repreſent the whole. 
From each paiticular Elderſhip, one of the El. 
ders with the Miniſter or Miniſters repaireth tothe 
place of nieeting : So that the members of this 
Presbyre-ial meeting are all the Miniſters within 
the Circui-, an4 one Elder delegated trom each 


particular Elderſh.p, 
Hl. None of the Miniſtersare permitted to be 


abſent, unleſs they be detained by neceſlary 1s ! 


pediments or extraordinary Imployments. And 
therefore the day of the mecting of the Presbytery 
May not be deſtinate to ordinary Preaching. Not 


are they to wait that day upon ſolemnizing ot 


Marriages, The names are called by the Cek, 
an 


S 
a 
c 
: 
\ 
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{ 
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and the Abſents are noted and examined the next 
day upon the Reaſons of their Abſence : And it 
any happen to Abſent themſelves many Gayes 
without reaſonable Cauſes, they are (et apart and 
Cenſured as guilty of the Contempt or neglc£t 
of the Order ot tke Church. But the Elders are 
not ſo ſtritly tied to ordinary Attendance ; But 
if there be any matter of great weight to be hand- 
led, they are all warned to be preſent : Andifhe 
who was formerly Commillioner may not afl:{t, 
another Commiſſioner inhis place may be cho« 
ſen by the Elderſhip. 

IV. It is permitted to the ExpeCtants having 
entered beforc upon the publick exerciſc of Fro= 
pheſie, to {it by the Minitters and Elders in the 
meeting of the Presbytery, and to give their 
judgement of the DoQrine, but they have no voice 
when matteys of Pottrine or Diſcipline are deba» 
ted. Andin the handling of foine Matters which 
are thought fit to be concealed and kept ſecret, 
till they be by common conſcnt publiſhed, they 
uſe ro be removed. 

F. Becauſe the whole Diſcipline in a Manner 
isin the bands of the Presbytery, they arc to meet 
once 2 week or fortnight ULCna certain cay, and 
in a certain place, but in {©-me places, through rhe 
length and deepneſs of the way in winter, they 
do not meet ſo oſren. 

VI. The *ubjc& and Marrers treated in the 
Presbytery, are all the Fccleſi3(tical matters of 
weight, which concern the particular Churches 
there repreſented, as the Examination, Ordina. 
tion, Suſpenſion. and Depelition of Miniſters ; 
Scandals of Miniſters in Dotrine, Lite, or any 

pars 


[4 


42 The Covernment of the Church, &c, part, IT, | 


part of their Talling ; the decerning of Excom. 
municativn, Retcrences, and Appellations from 
particular Elderſhips, ard the amengin? of any 
thing that hath been negtigerrly or weakly done 
by thm ; (1) the anſwering alſo of queſtions 
and requeſts jrc;m other Presbyteries, Churches, 


or perlons, or ſending of Commiſſioners in ſome ' 


Caſcs to other Churches or Presbyteries, whether | 


to Admoniſh or Advite them, or to ſeck Counſel 
from them, bur ſo that they have no Authority 
without the limits of their own Conſociation, 
ViI. The Miniters and Elders who are Com. 
milſioners, together withthe Expe&tants and o- 
thers who are pleaſed to be preſent, meeting in 
the pla-e, an4 atthe day and hour appointed, 
which uſc!h to be one halt hour after nine a Clock 
in the Forenoon, whereof warning is given by the 
ſound of a Bell, that fo all the Aﬀairs of that day 
(unlcſs there be fomewhat extraordinary to hold 


' them longer) may be exped againſt mid-day 


Do begin with Prayer, and proceed to the tex- 
tual interpretation of Scripture, which is done 
by the Miniſters, each one in his own place by 
courſe, or by the ExpeQants, whoſe Names are 
ſet torthin a Table, or written in the Regiſter of 
the Presbyrery for that end. After the firſt Speaker, 
ſome orher who followeth in order, and is alſo 
appointcd by the Presbytery the day before, ſpeak- 
eth in the ſecond place,colleRing ſome Dottrines 
one or moe upon the Text expounded and ſhew-. 
ing. the uſe thereof, The ſecond Speaker having 
ended about eleven a Clock, the Exerciſc is c)oſed 


(1) With the reviſing of thriy Buoks and Records, 
V1 
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with Thanksoiving by bim who ſpake fiiſt., The 
matter of each dayes. Exerciſe is fume portion of 
that particular Book 6t the Old or New 1T«Ra- 
ment agreed upon 1n the Presbytery, Once &. 
very Month ſome Common place or Controverſy 
is handled, unto which the Exerciſe giveth placz 
for that day. The ground is read in Scripture ; 
the ſtate of the queſtion propounded , the argu- 
ments for the Truth prefled and vindicated from 
the Sophiſtication ct the Adyerſarics ; but the 
Arguments contra are left to be propored in 
the Presbyterial maectinz, by ſuch Miniſters as 
are called by the Mcderator to diſpute upon the 
Propolitions, or Theſes exhibit the day of the 
meeting next before, by the Controverſar, and 
are propugned by him, the Moderator being 
Preſes of the Diſputes That the Presbytery may 
go thorow all the Controverſies, they have al- 
ſo a Table wherein they are all digefted in order, 
ſo that each Miniſter or Expe&tant knoweth a 
month before what is next to be treated 
Y111, The Exerciſe or Common head of Con. 
troverſy ended in publick, the people depart, and 
the Miniſters and Elders with others, who are 
permitted ro be preſent, go tothe private place 
of their meeting, where all being ſet in order, and 
the Moderator having begun with Prayes the 
Dottrine delivered in publ:ck iscxamined. and 
each one of the Presbytery and Exp: ans, either 
approveth, or incharity and fob-rnefs of ſpizit, 
propoundeth his doubt agaipſt any point ſpuken 
of, Which being done, the Speakers for that oay 
are called upon (they being a part at this time} 
thcir interpretation and Dottrine approved, = 
x ency 


arcin a Brotherly manner admoniſhed, 
Doctrine being Cenſured (for this chey call the 
Cenſure of the Doftrine,) The matters betore men- 
tioned to be the ſuvj-&t of the Pre SOyrerial Iuyrile 
dition, are propounded, inudeſtly cebated, and 
either concluded, or taken ro tarther deliberati« 
on, or remitted to the »ynovd, and fo the meet- 
ing concluded with Prayer. The Moderator eis 
ther contnucth 1n his place berween one Provin. 
cial Synod and an »h-r, or for a 'hurter time, but 
they think it nor fir ro change the Moderator at 
every mecting (2) 

IX. The Presbyteries alſo do viſit the ſeveral 
Churches within their bounds, cither by holding 
their tull mectings at the Churches, or by ſending 
their Commilhoners thither, that they may ſee 
bow the Ordinances of Chriſt are uſed and obey. 
ed, by the Miniſter, Eld<rſhip, and all the Con- 

regarion, and taat if any thing be amiſs, it may 
be reificd, 


OT 


STS EF, 
Of Provincial Syngds. 
He whole Kingdom is by the wiſdom of 


the General &fſembiy, ſo divided in Provin- 
ces, as the Miniſters and Elders may, for vicinity 


—_—— —_ 
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(2) See ;he ewannuer of Elefting the Moderator in Sy- 
nod: . 
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they encouraged, or (it theie be cauſe) they. | 
The | 


Set.1V. , Of Precbyterial Synods 4s 


of place, beſt meet in Provincial Synods, with= 
out reſpe& to Epiſcopal Dioceſes, the particular 
Churches whereot are fo far caſt a ſpnder in Scot- 
land that they cannot conveniently joyn in Pros 
vincial Synods. ' 

11. The Provincial Syned is of the ſame con. 
ſttution with the Presbytery, and doth conſiſt of 
all the Miniſters, ard ove E'Ger havirg Come 
miſſion, as before, tom cach particulai Church 
within the Province. 

III, It meeteth ordirarily twice a year, but 
the place,and the time of the mecting,are choſen 
according ro the conyeniency ot the Churches of 
the Province, and as the exigence of their Af. 
fairs doth require. The Moderator of the for. 
mer Synod, cpeneth the Synod with a Sermon, 
fit for ſuch an Aflembly; and af'er Szrmon ſet 
ting himſelf down in his place, with the Clerk of 
the Synod (who for the muſt part is one ofthe 
Miniſters choſen by plurality of voices) begin» 
neth with prayer, cauſeth the names of the Vini- 
ſters tobe read, who not only anſwer for their 
own preſence (the abfents beiny note®) bur alſo 
vive up the names of the Con.miſlic nets from 
the ſevera! Churches, which are wruren down by 
the Clcik, and their Commiſſions allo read, if 
need be, and proceedeth to the chooſing of a 
new Mocerator. 

IV. The Moderator is thus choſen. A litl is 
made by the fornier Moderator of four of five 
o! the ableſt men for Wiſcom , &uthoricy and 
Dexterity for ſach an Eno; ment, which 15 
approved by the confent of the Synod, And if 
any Mcmber ot the Synod be pleaſed to adde any 
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other {o qualified tothe liſt, his name is joyned 
with the tormer, and out of this liſt the Mudera. 
tor is choſen by the ſuffrages ot the Min:ſt:rs and 
Elders, and ſet inthe place of the former Mode- 
rator. 

V. The new Moderator firſt of all calleth for 
the Regiſters of the {everal Presbyteries, and put- 
teththem inthe hands of the Miniſters of other 
different Presbyteries to be reviſed and examined, 
That by the Records it may be knzwn how they 
have kept order, and performed what hath been 
recommended unto them by the preceeding 5y. 
nods, and wha!, and how matters have been 
treated by them at every Seſhon, that they may 
be cenſured or allowed, which upon the report 
of the reviſers is accordingly done in the face of 
the Synod. 

VI. Itrhere be any references from the Synod 
before, they are firſt debated and determined, 
and thereafter new matters are brought into deli 
beration. What was obſcure or difficult for the 
Presbyteries, or might concern them all in com- 
mon, is here rcſolyed and ordered : what hath 
been done amiſs isredrefied. And if any difficul. 
ty ariſe which doth not fall under ſome Church 


conſticution, it is referred to the National Af 
ſembly. | 

V1, Before the Aſſembly be diſſ>lved , each | 
Presbytery is ſet a part by courſe and enquiry | 
made from the reſt, if there be any known fcan- 
dal, fault, or negligence amoneoſt them, That 
it it may be in a Brotherly manner ceoſured : Like 
as upon the day of the meeting of the Presbitery | 


next going before the Synod; all the Mouber & 
c 
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the Presbytery ſuffer the like inquiry each onea 
part by al the rcft. 

Y111. Asthe Moderator beginneth and endeth 
every Sefliorebetore and atternvon with Prayer 
Sodoth he ſomewhat more ſolemily cluſe the Sys 
nod with ſowe pithy and pertinent exhortation, 
and hearty Thank!giving and Prayer unto God. 

IX, All matters where theſe Synoas are ordi- 
narily kept, are with ſuch diligence exped, That 
the Miniſters (none of them having above a ſhort 
dayes journey , and Tucſday being uſually the 
firſt day of their meeting) may rerurn to theic 
Charge againſt the Lords day , having notice of 
the day and place of the next following Synod, 
and carrying with them ſuch As as are neceffary, 
that they may be made known to their particular 
Elderſhips and Congregations, And Thanks may: 
be given in every Congregation tor the 200d 
proceedings of the Syaod, and tor the liberty of 
the Churches, 

X. Theſe Synods are not alwayes held at one 
time, and therefore if there be cauſe, ſome Com- 
miſſionersare ſent from one Synod to another,(« 
for their judgement and adyice in matters of dit- 
ficulty, which isreported at the following Synod 
for their farther reſo/ution, and that ſoftar wgis 
poſlible there may bea conformity in all things, 
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SucT YAH 


Of National Synods, or General Af- 
ſemblees. 


He National Aſtemblie meeteth once in the 

yeare, and the rime of the following Aſſen. 
bly agreed upon before the riſing of the former ; 
Or oitner pro re nata , concerning which ſome 
Miniſters have Commiſſion and warrant from the 
Aſiembly to give timely advertiſementro the Pyeſe 
byzeries for chooſing and ſending their Commiſ+ 
ſroners. 

11. This great aſſembly uſeth to be honoured 
with the Kings Majeſties preſence either in hit 
Royal Perſon, or by his High Commiſſioner; 
who doth all the parts ot a Supreme Civil Preſe- 
dent, in apcaceable ordering of the whole pro- 
ceedings of {o frequent and holy a meeting, that all 
mens Reaſons and yoices may be heard, and in ac- 
quainting himſelt with the grounds of every con. 
ftitution that ſhall be agreed upon, that by his 
Princely authority they may be obſerved, andif 
need require, the ſanRion of the Civil Law may be 
added, for which end alſo certain Commiſſe- 
neis from the 4/ſembly are ſent to attend the Par- 
ltament. 

[It, It doth Confiſt of Commiſſioners from 
the Presbyteries or Claſſes, three Miniſters and 
one Elder [rom each Presbytery, who are choſen 


by 


| 


 — 
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by the yoicesofthe-Miniſters and: Bldets fent from 
the particular: Slderſhips; and '>f one 'Commile 
fioner froomitheFhureh Seſſion of every Royal 
Burgh, that'theremay be ſome proportion and 
equality. ( 1-)»Others alſo are permitted, al. 
though not to-ydire, yet to Heare, Propound, and 
Debate, provided'that they firſt'obraine leave of 
the Moderator,andthat it may appeareto.be done 
animo edificandi, noun tentandi. | 

IV, The farſt:day of the Aſlcmivly is kept with 
a ſolemn: Faſtr and Humiliation wherein the 
whole City ov'Town, which rothie Sear of the 
Aſſembly, aferh to joyne with'powerful preach« 
ing, andearneſt-Prayersfrom morning till night, 

V, Theipanicular Churches /alfo thronghout 
the Kingdom, wpon the dayes-of their publick 
meeting, ' pray to God for his direior, ' aſſiſt 
ance, and blefling' unto the Afſerttbly; that they 
may be led into all truth,and all theChurches be te- 
freſhed with the ſweer fruits thereof. 7 

VI. Thenext-day the Moderator of the-pre- 
ceeding aſſembly begitining with Prayer, cauſeth 
the Glerk call the Presbyteries, *and take up the 


'names-of the' Commiſſioners, Miniſters, and 


Elders, who give in their Commiſſions, Which 
being Read, Examined, and Allowed, they 


HE———— 


( 1) The manner and meaſure of this Repreſentation 
(whereof ſome particulars arehere omitted )is eftabliſh- 
ed by cuftome introduced by reaſon, agreeable ts Scripture 
Rules and Example : and tho' a partieulare poſutrue pe 
porntment be not pretended for it, yet ſecing the drume cone 
Bitution and authority of the Church,cannet be contr aver- 
ted, its repreſentation duely and rationally modified cane 
not but be underſtood to be. founded on and pariake of the 
Jame warrant, 


F pros 
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proceed to the:chuſing of a new Moderator, keep. 
ing the ſame order which is ſet:-down before in 
chooſing the Moderator of the provincial Synod, 

VII, The new Moderator calleth for the Re 
cords of the Synods, and by the yoices of the A(- 
ſembly choafeth a Committee forperuſing and 
trying them ; and a Committee for the bils, com- 
plaints, and. petitions to. be preſented to the Af. 
ſembly, and ſuch other Commitees as are ordina- 
ry, for preparing of weighty matters for the * 
ſembly, and for cutting off idle and impertinent 
things, that the.diſpatch may be the more ſpeedy 
and caſy, . when they ſhall be brought to opende 
bate and voycing: All references from Synodz, 
Appellations, , Grievances, Complaints, Petiti 
ons, arc here examined and anſwered ; Ads and 
conſtitutions for all the Churches are agreed upot 
with comman conſent, and if there be any con- 
fiderable contradiction, and the doubts and 
Scruples, which are made be nor ſatisfied, mat- 
ters arcremitted to farther deliberation or til 
the next Afſcmbly : Courſe is taken for planti 
of Churches, with able Minifters, that the Gol- 
pel may beſpread through the whole Nation: 
Rules are ſet down by which the inferiour Aﬀem- 
blies ſhall be direfted in all their proceedings : All 
means uſed that the Church be not wronged, 
neither by confounding the Civil and Eccleſiafti 
cal juriſdiction, nor by the abuſing or intervett- 
ing the Patrimony of the Church, 

VLIl. The Commiſſioners of each Presbytef) 
do carry home with them a true copy. of all ſuch 
«eAfts as do concerne all the Churches, that theſ 
mM3y walk by onc and the ſame rule, 

IX, The 
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weft. VI. Of General Afembliiss Tt. 


1x. The Moderator giveth forth 5ummonds ſig. 
ned with his own band,and the hand of theClerk, 
for citing of Perſonsin the name of the — 
to compeare before the next meeting thereof, wir 
certification of the cenſures of the Church in caſe 
of diſobedience. 


as 


u— < 
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T he Concluſion. 
is the Authority of thele Aſſemblies Payochial, 


Presbyterial, Provincial, and National, and 
in the Subordination of the leſſer unto the greater, 
or of more particular Elderſhips to the larger and 
general Elderſhip; doth conſiſt the external order, 


| ftrength, and ſtedfaſtneſs of the Church of Score 


land, which is lovely and comfortable to all 
fearivg God, whether Paſtors or Profeſſors, and 
bath been very aweful and terrible, as an Army 
with Banners, to all Papiſts, to all Hereticks, 
Schiſmaticks, Hirelings, and all ungodly perſonss 
As upon the one part they break not the bruiſed 
Reed, nor quench the Smeaking Flax, but do ches 
riſhand labour to bring to ripeneſs and uſe, the 
graine of Muſtard ſeed in ſincere beginners, and 
the ſmalleſt Talent in Preachers having the zeal of 
God ; So upon the other part, no ſcangal of 
proud Sinners eſcapeth cenſure; no hereſie or er. 
Tor is ſooner hatched, but is either preſent] 

ſpied out and cruſhed by ſome of the inferiour Af. 
ſcmblies, or, ifit be kept on foot and gath*s 
ſtrength, ic is quite ſuppreſſed and extinguifned 
inthe general Aſſembly, which meeteth cace in 


the year, and neyer ſuffereth ſuch baſtecd births 
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to grow to be one yedre old z Which isa true and 
maine cauſe why no Sefts nor errours haye ap- 
peared in the reformed Church of France, andit 
the Churches of Scotland, and of the Low-Cou 
| tries, ſo long as they enjoyed the liberty and bap 
4s pineſs of Aſſemblies, which they did no ſooner by 
Wl oth the mercy of God recover, but immediately 
their brightneſs, the miſts and mildewes gather 
cd before, were ſcattered and eyaniſhed, 

il. Andas, by the order and power of theſ 
Aſſemblies, Foxes aretaken that they ſpoile not th 
Vines, and Gangrznes are prevented that the 
ſpread not againſt Truth and Unity, all ſorts d 
Jewd and wicked men are diſcouraged and putto 
ſhame: Sois there excited among the Godly Mi 
mifters an holy emulation by acquaintance, cow 
fFerence, and by perceiving the gifts one of ano-| 
ther, which maketh them return from the .4/ 
ſemilies, with a mean and humble conceipt d 
themlelyes, and with new and ſtrong reſolution! 
for greater diligence intheir ſtudies, and faithful 
Neſs in every Paſtoral duty, to the common be- 
mefire and edification ef all the Churches : Allthe 
Miniſters are made more wiſe in the matters 
Government; and all the Congregations are 
afte&ted with reverence towhat is required of them 
by their particular Elderſhips, as having the con | 
Tent and approbation ofthe whole Church, Many 
Tuch fruits are reaped of theſe Aſſemblies, which 
withourthem, no particujar perſon or Congre- 
gation can haye any ground to hope for,or expett. 

Il, They bave no Arch-Biſhops, Dieſes 
Biſbops , Suffragans , no Chapters, no Curats, | 
Dumb nor idle Miniſters ; ag Hirelings. ue 
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refdens, nor Pluraliſis; no. Deenes yor Arch. 
Deacons; no Chanters, Sub Chanters, nor Treq* 
ſurers 3 no Chancellors, Officials, nor Appariters; 
no Canons, Peti-canons, Prebends, Singingmen, 
nor Boyes: And yet without theſe: and thelike, 
they have praftiſe and uſe of all the ordinancesof 
Chriſt ; all matters Eccleſiaſtical determined, 
eemitting queſtions of Tithes, Marriages, Dis 
worcements, &c, to the civil Judge to whom 
they properly do belong ; and all Petitions, Come 

laints, and Chtrchgrieyances heard and redreſs 
ſed, which they eſteem as the (weet yoke! Chriſt, 
and think it a great eaſe both to their Confciences 
and eſtates to be free of ſuch bundleſs and. burdens 
of Traſh aud Superfluities. They conecive that 
tore Presbyteries, Synods, and National Aſ- 

emblies, and ftill to keep Prelates and the mem. 

ers of that Hierarchy, is, in the matter of Church- 


Government, not unlike the Popiſh adding of _ 


Traditions to Scripture in the rule of Faith, ar 
works unto Faith in the point of Juſtification, &c, 
Additions to Chri(ls inſtitution, being not only 
inreſpeCt of their Author, humane Inventions, and 
for any uſe they can have 1dlements, Vanities, 
and follies; butthat they ds, alſo corrupt the 
Purity, and eat out the life of the ordinances of 
Chriſt, 

IV. Here there is a ſuperiority without Tyrran- 
»y, for no Minifter hath a Papal or Monarchical 
Juriſdiftion over his own flock, far leſs oyer 
other Paſtors, and over all the Congregations, or 
a large Dioces, Here there is a parity without 
Confuſion and diſorder, for the Paſtors are in or- 
der before the Elders, and the Elders þcfore the 
F 3 Dea* 
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Deacons; every particular Church is ſubordinate 
to the Presbytery, the Presbytery to the Synod, 
and the Synod to the National Aſſembly. One 
Paſtor alſo bathPriority of eſteem before another, 
for Age, tor Zeal, for Gifts, for his good Deſery.) 
ings of the Church, cach one honouring him 
whom God hath honoured, and as he beareth the 
Image of God, which was to be ſeen amongſt tie 
Apoſtles themſelves ; But none hath prehemi. 
nence of Title or Power or Juriſdiftion above 0+ 
thers: Even asin nature one eye hath not power 
over another, only the head hath power overall, 
even as Chriſt oyer his Church. The ſame may 
be ſeen inthe Common-wealth, and in ſome ol 


an 
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the Offices of the Roman Church it ſelf. And 
laſtly, here, there is a SubjeFion without Slave. 


7y, for the people are ſubjc& to the Paſtors and | 


Aſſemblies, yet there is no Aſſembly wherein 
every particular Church hath not Intereſt and 
power z nor is there any thing done, but they are, 
it not aftually, yet virtually called to conſent un- 
to it. 

V Asthey have done and ſuffered much for 
vindicating and maintaining the Liberty of their 
Religion, That what belongeth unto God may be 
rendred unto God; So do they deſire, that ac- 
cording to the rule of Rightcouſneſs, each man 
have bis own, and above all men, That the 
things which are Czſars be rendered unto him, and 
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togive him that which is Gods, were a wronging | 
both of God and Ceſar. They have ever been | 


willing to Taxes, and to pay Subſidies above that 
which they were able. They joyn with the in- 


ward reycrence of their hearts, external honour 
are , LEGIT, CAL pa 
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and obedience in all things Jawſul. , They pour, 
forth their Prayers to God in private and publick 
for all Blefſings Spiritual and Temporal upon the 
Kings Royal perſsn and Government, "and upotr 


"! His Progeny; and for the ſame Bleſſirgs upon the 
Queens Majeſty, eſpecially that God by his Spi- 


rit would give unto her the knowledge and loye 
of the truth. They long ſor her Converſion as 
Happineſs to her ſelf, (1) and a mean of great 
Happineſs to the King, to their Children, andto 
alltheir Subjets, And,that the Lord may anſwee 
their prayers , they think it incumbent to the 
Church of England, nor can any bond whatſ9= 
eyer oblige them to the contrary, to uſe the beſt 
and moſt powerful means, and would moſt wil 


| linglyin all humility, love and reſpeR, joyn their 


endeayours for that bleſſed end. And as they 
thus preſent their beſt deſires and prayers, ſoars 
they ready to Sacrifice their Lives to God for His 
Majeſties good, and in their hearts are grieved 
that their Loyalty, which they account their no 
ſmall Glory, ſhould have been called in queſtion. 
VI. Neither is this all. But moreoyerthey do 
acknowledge that His Majeſty, as Supreme Ma- 
viſtrate, hath not only Charge over the Com- 
mon. wealth, but doth Watch and hath Inſpefion 
over the Church and Church matters, but in a civit 
way. Vos Epiſcopiin Eccleſia (faith Conſtanine) 
Ego extra Eccleſiam Epiſcopus 2 Deo conſtitutus 
ſum: And therefore that he is, by his high —_— 
and place, Cuſtos utriuſq; tabule, to comman 
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(1) The Queen was then in the year 1641 Papiff. 
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36. The Government of che Ghurch, &c« Part II; 
e precepts of, the, firſt.Tahle as we)l.as ofthe 
econd Pe ed Sl PIN. 
DE X Religions by his Sword., 'as the, Spirit of 
ve | in. Scripture is JUDEX, andthe Churchis 
NDEX.: That He hath, power to turn 
the confti;utions of the Church into;Laws, and to, 
confirm them by the civil ſanipgn in Variiament: 
That he may conſtrain all his Subjgs to do Duty 
in matters of Religion (2) and may puniſh the 
Tranſgreſſors 2 That when debates ariſe about 
eligion, he hath power to call the .4ſſemblies 
of the Church, to be preſent and civilly Preſide 
inthem, and to examine their conſtitutions, that 
He may diſcern of them both as a*Cbriſtian car- 
ing for his own Soul, and as a Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate watching over his people > And that he may 
do all things which can proye Himto be a kind 
and careful Nurſing Father, They account all 
that is -vomited out to the contrary, (as, that 
they liked Anarchy better then Monarchy, and 
that they would turn a Kingdom intoa Democrd« 
cy)to be but the fiftions and calumnies of the ma- 
itious enemies of God and his Truth ; not 


unlike the Lies which were deyiſcd againſt the 


Chriſtians of old : Their Conſciences, their 
Words, Writings, and Ations, even then when 


the world did put the worſt conſtrutions upon 
them, were witneſlcs of the integrity of their 
hearts. 


——_—_— —_—— .——— ——_ 
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(2) Thejult freedem nevertheleſs of Conſcience fil 
ex5rpied, 


Vy. They 


| 


: —_ -_ a WM © 


The Conclu/on. S7 


VII. They do ſtiil hold that there can be no 
Antipathy betwixt one Ordinance of Goc and 
another. By him Princes do reign. anc br hath 
alſo «ppointed the Officers and Government © bis 
own Houſe. They do d:(fire nothing more, 
than that the Son of Ged may reign , <nd that 
with and under the Son of Ged, the King may com- 
mand, «nd they, as good Subjetts to Chriſt and 
the King, may obey, 
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| T he Preface. 
Jn Chriſt upon whoſe ſhoulder the Govern. 


ment is, whoſe Name is called Wonderful, 
Coanſcller, the mighty God, the everlaſt- 

ing Father, the Prince of Peace ; of the encreaſe 

of whoſe Government and Peace there ſhall be 

i no end, who ſits upon the Throne of Pavid, 
= 
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and upon his Kingdem to orderit, and eſtabliſh 
it with Judgement and Juſtice , from henceforth 
even foreyer; Having all power given unto him 
in Heaven and Earth by the Father, who raiſed 
him from the deae, and ſet him at his own right 
hand, far above all Principality, and Power, and 
Might, and Dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but alſo inthat 
whichis to come; and put all things under his 
feet, and gave himto be the Head over all thing 
tothe Church, which is bis Body, the fulneſs of 
him that filleth all in all ; He being aſcended up 
far above all Heavens, that he might fl ll 
things ; received gifts for his Chutch, and gave all 
Officers neceſſary for the edification of his 
Church, and perfeRing of his Saints, . 


SuCT. L 
Of the Church. 


Here is oneGeneral Church viſible held forth 
inthe New [cſtament, unto which Gene- 
fal Church v:fible, che Miniſtry , Oracles, and 
Ordinances of the New Teſtament, are given by 
Tefus Chriſt, for the gathering and perte&ing of 
the Saints in this life until his ſecond coming. 
II. Particular viſible Churches, members of 
the General Church, are alſo held forth in the 
New Teſtament : which particular Churches in 


the primitive times , were Made up of viſidle | 


Saints, 


And Ordinarion of Miniſters: 


$ 
Saints, viz. Of ſuch as being of age, profeſſed 
Faithin Chriſt, and obedience unto Chriſt ( ac- 
cording to the rules of Faith and life taught by 
bim and his Apcſtles) and of their Children, 


Sec. II. 
Of the Officers of the Church; 


Poſtles, Prophets, and Eyangeliſts, were 
A extraordinary Officers in the Church, and 
are ceaſcd. 

11, ThePaſtor isan ordinary and perpetual Of. 
ficerinthe Church ; To whoſcOffice it belongeth 
topray for, and with his Flock; To read the 
Scripture publickly in the Congregation, which is 
an holy ordinance in Gods Church, although there 
follow no immediate explication of what 5 read ; 
To preach the word, to be inftant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon; To Reprove, Corre&, Inrud, 
Rebuke, Exhort, Convince, and Comfort: 
One eſpecial way of diſcharging w hich work of 
Preaching, is, by a plain laying down the firft 
principles of the Oracles of Ged, which is com- 
monly called Catechifing ; to adminiſter the Sae 
craments; In the name of God to bleſs the people; 
Totake care for the poor: And he hath alſoa, 
ruling power over the Flock asa Paſtor. 

IL ln the Scripture we alſo find the name and 
title of Teacher, whois a Miniſter of the word, 
and hath power of adminiftration of the Sacras 
mMcats and Diſcipline, as well asthe Paſtor. * 


IV. The 


es — 


4 EO" DireBary far Church Gaverument: 
" 1V. The Lord having givendifferent gifts, an 


divers exerciſes according to.thoſ gifts inthe Mini, \ 
ers of the word, though theſe different gifts may} + 


meet in, & accordingly be exerciſed by one and th 
ſame Miniſter : Yet where there be ſeveral Mini 
ſters in the ſame Congregation, they -may bede 
ſigned to ſeveral imployments, according to th 
different giits wherein each of them doth excel; 
And he who doth more excel in expoſicion of 
Scripture, in teaching ſound Dottrine,* and in| 
convincing gainſayers, than he doth in applica- 
tion, and is accordingly imployed cherein, may 
be called a Teacher -or Do@or. Neverthelel; 
where there is but one Miniſter in a particularCon 
gregation, he'is to-perform ſo far-as he is able, 
the whole woik of the Miniſtery. 

V. A Teacher or Door, is of moſt excellent 


uſe in Schools and Uniyerſities, as of old ia| 
the Schooles of the Prophets, and at Jeruſalem,| 


where Gamaliel and others taught as Doors. . 


VI, It is likewiſe agreeable to, and warranted| 


by the word of God, that ſome others beſidethe 
Miniſters of the word , be Church-Goyernoun, 
to joyne with the Miniſters in the Goyernment of 
the Church, which Offcers, Reformed Churches 
commonly call Elders. 

VII, Theſe Eiders ought to be ſuch asare 
men of good underſtanding in matters of Religj- 
on, ſound in the Faith, Prudent, Diſcreet, 
Grave, and of unblameable converſation, 

V11I, Deacons alſo are diſtin Officers in the 
Church: To whoſe Office it belongeth not to 
preachthe word, or adminiſter the Sacraments, 
bat tg take ſpecial care for the neceſlities of the 


poor, 


( 


and 
Mini, 


«nd ordination of Miniſtets. 
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þoor, by colleQing for, and diſtributing to them 
with direQtion of the Elderſhip,that none amongſt 
the People of God be conſtrained to be Beggers. 

IX. The Deacons mult be wiſe, Sober, Grave, 
of honeſt report, and not greedy of filthy lucre. 


_— 
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IIL 


Of Church Government and the ſe. 
veral forts of Aſſemblies for the 
fame. - 


CtcrT. 


Hiift hath inſtituted a Government, and Go4 
yernours Eccleſiaſtical in the Church z And 


to that purpoſe the Apoſtles did immediately re- 


ceive the Keyes from the hand of Jeſus Chtiſt, 
and did uſe and exerciſe them in all the Churches 
of the World, upon all occaſiens: And Chriſt 
hath from timeto time furniſhed fome in his 
Church, with gifts for Government, and with 
Commiſſion to exerciſe the ſame when called 
thereunto. 

1, Itis agreeable to, and warranted by the 
word of God, that ſome others beſides the Mi« 
niſters of the word, be Church Goyernours, as 
was mentioned before. 

IL. It is lawful and agreeable to the word of 
God, that the Church be governed by ſeveral 
ſorts of Aſſemblies ; which are Presbyteries and 
Synods, or Aſſemblies, Cengregational, Claſ= 


tical, and Syngdical. 
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IV. The Scripture Joth hold out a Presbytery 
it a Charch ; which Presbytery conſiſteth of Mi- 
niſters ofthe word, and thofe other Church Of. 
ficers who are to joyn with the Miniſters inthe 
Government of the Church. 

V, TheScripture doth hoid out another ſort of 
Aſlemblies for the Government of the Church, 
beſides Claſſical and Congregational, which we 
call Synodical, | 


FP 


Szxecexz, IV. 


Of the porwer um Common of all theſe 
Aſſemblies, and the order to be 
obſerved m them. 


T is lawfu) and agreeable to the word of God, 
that the ſeveral Afemblics before mentioned 
do convent and call before them any perſon with- 
In their ſeveral bounds, whom the Eccleſiaſtial 
buſineſs which is before them ſhall - concern, 
either as a party, ora witneſs, or otherwiſe, and 
. examine them according to the nature of the 
buſineſs. And that they do hear and determine 
fuck cauſes and differences as ſhall orderly come 
before them, and accordingly diſpeace Church 
cenſures. 
IL, It is moſt expedient that in theſe meetings, 
one whoſe Office is to labonrin the word and 
Podrine, do moderate ip their proceedings, me | 


ter] 
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athe 


It of 
arch, 
t we 


ing tgtheir ſeyeral places and callivgs, are to 


and ordination of Miniſters. . 
&s to yote as well as the reſt ofthe members ; To 
begin and end every meeting, with prayer; T6 
propoſe queſtions, gather the yores, pronounce 
the r:(olres: But not to do any'aft of Government>» 
unleſs in, and joyntly with the Aflembly whereol 
he is Moderator, 

111. All the members of theſe Aſſembliesre. 
ſpeively, are to attend on the appointed dayes pf 
their racetings, orto ſend the reaſon of theirab« 
ſenceto be judged by the Aſembly where they 
ought to meet. 

LV. The final reſolutions ſhall be by the majot 
part ofthe yotes uf thoſe members who' are 
preſent. }- 
(i 


——_— 


3 a - 
Of Particular Congregations, 


= is expedient that particular Congregations be 
fixed, both in their- Officers and membery, 
which are to meet in the ſame Aſſembly ordinarily 
for publick worſhip. Fo 

11. When thcir number is great, that they can» 
rot conveniently mget in one place, itis expedi- 
eat that they be ps + accordingto the reſpettive 
bounds of their dwellings, into diſtin and fixed 
Congregations, for the better adminiſtration of 
{uch Orditiances as belong unto them, and the 
dſ.harge of murual duties, wherein all, accord- 
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bour to promote whateyer appertains tothe | 


power of Godlineſs and credit of Religion, that 
the whole land in the full extent of it, may becotne 
the Kingdom of the Lord and of his Chriſt. 

111. Parochial Gongregations in this Kingdom, 
eonſiſting of Miniſters and People, who profeſs 


| 


Faithin Chriſt, and obedience unto Chriſt, ac. | 


cording to the rules of Faith and Life taught by 
Himand his Apoſtles, and joyn together inthe 


niſtration of the Sacraments, are Churches truely 
conſtituted. 

IV, It any Perfon or Perſons in the Congrega- 
tion, Jo not anſwer his or their profeſſion, but 
by open fin and Wickednels crefle and Jenyit: 
Orit their be a want of ſome Officers, or a ſinful 
neglet of Officers in the due execution of Dilci- 
pline : Yet this doth not makethat Congregation 
ceaſe tobea Church: But requires that there 
JThould be a ſupply of Officers which are wanting: 
and a careful endeavour for the Reformation of 
the offending Perſon or Perſons, and of negligent 
Officers by juſt cenſures, according to the natwe 
of the cauſe. 

V. Communion and memberſhip in Congre- 
oations thus conſtituted, notwithſtanding the 
forementioned defedts,isnot unlawful. And tore- 
fuſc or renounce memberſhip and Church-Gom- 
munion,or to ſeperate from Church-Communioa 
with Congregations thus copſtituted, as unlaw- 
ful to be joyned with, inregard of their conſti- 
gution, is not warranted by the word of God- 

V1. Separation from a Church thus conſtituted, 
where the Goyernment is Lawfyl, upon an opi- 


nioy; ; 
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onthat it is unlawful, and that therefore all the 
godly are alſo bound to ſeperate from all {uch 
Churches ſo cenſtituted and governed, and ta 
zoyn themſelyes to another Church of another 
Conſtitution and Government, isnot warranted 
by the word of God, but contrary toit. « 
711. Togather Churches into an Independent 
form of Government out of Churches of a Pre. 
byterial form of Government, upon an opinions 


* | » . . 
mi | that the Presbyterial Government is unlawful, is 


ely 


27M 
but 
Tit? 
nlul 
iſci- 
on 
Vere 
ng? 
| 
rent 
ue 


ares 

the 
re 
DIM- 
1:00 
aws 
alt - 


ted, 
oPl- 
noy pt 


not Lawful or warranted by the word of God; 
Nor isit lawful for any member of a Farochial 
Congregation, if the ordinances bethere adminie 
ſtred in purity,to go and ſeck them elſewhere of 
dinarily. 


_— 


SECE Th 


Of ordinances i a particular Con- 
greg ation. 


Rdinances in a particular Congregation, arc 

| Prayer, Thankſgiving, ſinging of Pſalms, 

reading of the Word, Preaching and Catechiſing, 

adwiniſtring the Sacraments, bleſlins the People 

inthe Name of God, and colle&ion For the poor. 

s for Diſcipline, we refer our ſelverio what we 
eve elſewhere expreſſed, | 


act 


« — 
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Szcr. VII . 
Of the Officers of a particular Con-| 


' gregatinn. - 


J* the Congregation there muſt be ſome who 


are (ct apart to-bear Office : One at the leaſt 
to labour in the Word and Dottrine, and to rule: 
And'let others be-ichofen. ruling Elders to joys 
with him in.Goyerniment, 

Il. When any ruling Elder is to be choſen, 
wherean Elderſhipis conſticuted, let it be dore 
by them, with the conſent and approbation & 
the people of that Congregation, and that not for 
a limited time : Yet the exerciſe of their Office 
may be ſo ordered by the Flderſhip, as that their 
ciyimployments be leaſt hindered thereby 

- Il, Where there are many ruling Officers in 
a particular Congregation, let fore of them more 
eſpecially attend the inſpeion of one part, ſome 
of another, as may be moft convenient ; and 
let them at fit times viſit the ſeveral Families for 
their ſpiritual good. 

LV. Lettherete alſo Deacons. to take L- A 
are forthe reliet of the poor, whoare likewiſe to 
be choſen by the Elderſh'p, with the conſent of 
the people of that Congregation ; and the con- 


 Einuance of them in that Office is to be determin- 


<d by the Elderſhip, with the conſent ofthe Con- 
oregation, io as may leaſt hinder their civil im- 
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V. Theſe Officers are to meet together at con. 
yenient and ſet times, for the well ordering of the 
Afﬀairs of that Congregation, each according to 
his Office, 
YI. The number of Elders and Deacons in 


.| each Congregation, is to be proportioned accor- 


| ding to the condition of the Congregation. 


—— 
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*| Of Congregational Elderſhips, = 


Aſtemblies for Governeng m a 
particular Congregation. 


f Nee Congregational Elderſhip conſiſting of 
the Miniſter, or Miniſters, and the other 
ruling Officers of that Congregation,bath power 
asthey ſhall ſee juſt occaſion ro enquire into the 
knowledge and ſpiritual Eſtate of any member of 
the Congregation: To admoniſhand rebuke; To 
ſuſpend from the Lords Table; taough the per- 
ſon be not yet caſt out of the Church. All which 
is agreeable tothe Word of God: Although the 
truth of Conyerſion and Regeneration be neceſ= 
Gaty tg every worthy communicant for bis own 
comfat and benefit, yet thoſe only are to be by 
the Elderſhip excluded , or ſiſpended from the 
Lords Table, who arc found by them to be igno* 
rant or ſcandalous. 

II. Where there are more fixed Miniſters than 
oneina Congregation, it is expedient, that they 
moderate by courſe in that Elderſhip, | 

; G 4 ' * SECTo 
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SECT 1 
Of Claſſical A fſembles. 


Hen Congregations are divided and fx. 

ed, they need all mutual help one from 

another, both in regard of their intrinſical weak. 

neſs, and mutual dependance : as allo in regard 
of Enemies from without, 

11. The Scripture doth hold forth, that many 
particular Congregations may be under one 
Presbyterial Government. 

III. A Claſlical Presbytery is an Aſſembly mad 

vp of Miniſters of the Word, and other ruling 
Officers belonging unto ſeveral Neighbouring 
Congregations, an4 doth ordinarily conſiſt ofa| 
the Paſtors and Teachers belonging tothoſe (eve- 
ral Congregations ſo aſl,ciated, and\ot one of 
the other ruling Officers at the leaſt from every 
of theſe Congregations ,j to be ſept by thei 
xcſ{peCtive Presbyteries. 
IV. Letthem meet once every Month, orof: 
ner, as occaſion ſhall require, in ſuch place # 
they ſhalljudge moſt convenient, And betort 
they fit about other buſineſs, let there be a Ser 
mon or expoſition of Scripture made by ſome 
Miniſter of that Claſſis or Expe&tant , as the 
frall agree amongſt themſelves, 

V. For the more orderly managing of ſuch At. 
fairs as come before them, let there be one 4o 
dcrato 


. — 
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derator choſen by the Claſlis at every meeting out 
of the Miniſters of the Word, who ſhall conti= 
tinue till the next meeting. 

V1.To the enabling them to perform any Claſ- 
fical a&t of Goyernment or Ordination , there 
ſhall be there preſent a major part at leaſt of the 
Miniſters of the whole Claſlis. 


711.1: belongeth unto Claſ(cal Presbyteries, 


To conſider of, to, debate and to reſolys 
according to Gods Word, ſuch Caſcs of Conſci= 
ence, or other Cifficulties in DoArine , as are 
brought unto them out of their Afociation, ace 
cording as they ſhall find nced{ul for the good ol 
the Churches. | 

To examine and cenſure according to the 
Word any erronecus Dottrines, which have 
been either publickly or privately vented within 
their Aſſociation, to the corrupting of the judge- 
mentsof men, andto enceaycur the converting 
and reducing of Recuſants, cr any others in Er- 
rour or Sehiſme. 

Toorder all Ercicſiaſtical matters of common 
concernment within the bounds of their Aſſo- 
ciation. 

Totake cognizance of Cauſes omitted orne- 
pleted in particular Congregations,and to receive 
appeals from them. | 

To diſpence cenſures in Caſes within their cog« 
nizance, by Admonition , Suſpenſion, or Ex+ 
communica:ion, 

To admoniſh, or farther to cenſure ſcanda- 
lous Mijaiſters whether in Life or Doctrine,aC- 
cording 
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cording to the nature of the offence, and that no? 
only for ſuch Offences, for which any other Mem- 
ber of the Congregation ſhall incur any cenſure 0 
the Church (in which caſe he is to be cenſured by 
the Clafſis with the like cenſure for the like of- 
fence )but likewiſe particu'arly for Simony, enter- 
ng into any Miniſterial charge, without allowance 
of Authority, falſe Dotrine , affc&ted lightneſs 
and vanity in Preaching, wilful neglett of Preach. 
Ing, or ſlight performance of it, wilful Non- 


Teſidence from his Charge without call or caule | 


approved by the Claſlis, negle& of Adminiſtrati. 
"on of the Sacraments,or other Miniſterial Duties 
required of him in the Diretory of Worlhip, 
depraving and ſpeaking reproachfully againſt 
the wholeſome Orders by Authority ſettled in 


. the Church, caſting reproach »pon; the power 


of Godlineſs, which he by his office ought chick- 
ly topromote. Yet fo as that no Miniſter be de- 
poſed, but by the reſolution of a Synod. 

To examine, ordain, and admit Miniſters for 
the Congregations reſpe&ively therein aſlociated, 


. : *. 
. according to the advice formerly ſent, up to the 


honourable Houſes of Parliament. 


4 XN *2, WW © 
Of Synoatcal A ſſemblres. 


Ynodical Aſſemblies do confiſt of Paſtors, 
Teachers, Church. Goyernours, and other 

fic Perſons (when it ſhall be deemed _— 
where 


— -- 
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where they bave a lawful cal'ing thereunto, 

11. Theſe Aſſemblies have Eccleſiaſtical power 
re of and authority - to judge and yetermine Contree 
ed by | yerſies of Faith, and caſcs of Ccntuence accords 
ke of ing to the W ord. 
enter- | {11, - They may allo lawfuily excommunicate 
mance | and diſpence other Church Cenfures. 
nels | -1y, Synodical Afl-Molics are of ſeveral ſortss 


_ v3, Provincial, National, Gecumerical, 
One | - 


| pom gy —_— 
ks SECT. XI 


ip, Of Provmital Aſﬀe viklies. 


hs Et Provincial Aſſemblies generally be bounds 
viel ed according to the civil div f1..n of the King. 
de. dom, into Counties : and where any very great 
Counties are divided within themſecives, let the 
for | Provincial Bfemblies follow thetc diviltons , as 
ed, in the Ridinos of York/hire 

the II. Provincial Afſemblirs conſiſt of Delegats 
ſent from Seyeral Claſlrs within that Proyince ; 
whoſe number [hall execed the nun:ber of any 
one Claflical Pcesbyters within that Province? 
And tothat end, there ſhall be at the leaſt rwo 
Miniſters, and two ruling Elders out of every 
Claſſis, and where it ſbal| appear neccfjary to 
encreaſe the number, {ct it nc t exceed fix of each 
from any one Claſlis. 

1:1, Let theſe Aer blies meet twice every 

year : And for enabling them unto any act of Go- 
vernment, let there be a major part at leaſt of 


the Miniſters delegatcd {rom thc ſeyeral Claſſes, 
SECT. 


4 
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SECT. XI 
Of the National Aſſembly. 


He National Aſſembly conſiſts of Miniſters 
and Ruling Elders delegated from each 
Provincial Aſſembly, The number of which de- 
legats ſhall be three Miniſters and three Ruling 
Elders out of every Province, and five Learned 
and Godly perſons from each Uniyerlity. 
IT, Let this aſſembly meet once every year, 
and oftner if there ſhall be cauſe. 
- NI. The firſttime to be appointed by the Hos 
nourable Houſes of Parliament, 


Of the ſubordination of theſe 
Aſſembles. 


JT. is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, 
TS that there be a ſubordination of Congregs 
"Zonal, Claſſical, Provincial, and National Af 
ſemblies for the Government of the Churcb,tha 
ſo appeals may be made from the inferiour tothe 
ſuperiour reſpeQtively. 

II. The Provincial and National Aſſemblies, 
are to hayetheſame power in all points of Gs 


Y 
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| yernment and cenſures, brought before them 


within their ſeyeral bounds reſpeQively, as is be- 
fore expreſſed to belong to Claſlical Presbyteries 


| within their ſeveral Aſſociations, 


$S ECT. XIV. 
The Duredtory for Church cenſures, 


Hurch Cenfſures and Diſcipline, for judging 
and remoying of offences, being of great 
uſe and neceſlity in the Church , that the Name 
of God, by reaſon of ungodly and wicked per- 
ſonsliving inthe Church be not blaſphemed, noe 
his wrath provoked againſt his people ; that the 
Godly be not leavened with, but preſerved from 
the contagion, and ſtricken with fear ; and that 
the ſinners who are to be cenſured, may be a» 
ſhamed, to the deſtrution of the fleſh, and 
ſaving of the Spirit in the day of the Lord Jeſus ; 
Wejudge this courſe of proceeding therein to be 
requilite. 
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SECT MH 


T he order of proceeding with offen 
ders who before Excommunica 
t10n manif- ft Repentauce. 


Hen the offence is private, the orderof 
v: admonition prelcrided by our Lord 
þ þ! Mat; 18, 1s. Isin all! wiſ-ome and love to be 
| obſerved , that the offcnder may rither be recs 
yered by Repentance; Or, it he adde obſtinaq 
or contempt to his fault, he may be cut of by Ex 
communication. 

IT. Ifthe fin be publickly ſcandalous, andike 
ſinner being examined , be judged to have the 
ſignes of unteigned Repentance, and nothing jult 
ly obje&ted againſt it, when made known to the 
People, let him be admitted to publick confeſſion 
of his fn, and manifeſtation of his Repentance 
v | "il Þcfore the Congregation. | 

We 1, Whenthe penicent is brought before the 
Congregation, the Miniſter isto declare his ſin, 
whereby he hath provoked Gods wrath and of. 
fended his People, his contcfſion of it, and pro. 
teiT;on of unfeigned Repentance for it, and of hi 
reſolution ( through the ſtrength of Chriſt ) to 
11n no more, and his deſire of their Prayers fot 
mercy, aud grace to be kept from falling again 
into that or anythelike ſin: Ofall which the Pe- 
nitent, allois to makea fyll and free expreſſion, 
according to his ability, * © JV, Whit 
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5 
IV, Which being done, the Miniſter, after 
, prayer to Gad for the penitent, is to admoniſh km 
ro walk circumſpeAMly, and the people ro make a 
right uſt of bis Fall, and riſing acnin ; Acd fo: 
todeclare that the Congregation refteth (atisfied, 
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SECT. XVL 


— 


The order of proccecding to EXCcoms 
munication, 


Xcommunication being a ſhutting out cf a 

Perſon from the Communion of the Church 
(and therefore the greateſt and laſt cenſure of the 
Church) ought nor to be inflifted without great 
and mature deliberation, nor till all other good 
meanes have been aſlayed. 

11, Such errors as {ubyert the Faith, orany' 
other errors which overthrow the power of Gol. 
lineſs, "if the party who holds them, ſpread them, 
ſeeking to draw others atter him ; and ſuch fins 
inpraftice, as cauſe the Name and Truth of God 
to' be Blaſphetned, and cannot ſtand with the 
power of Godlineſs ; and {uch praftices as in their 
own nature manifeſtiy ſubvert that Order, Unity, 
and Peace, which Chriſt Kath eſtabliſhed in his 
Church ; Thoſe being publickl'y known, to the 
juſt Scandal of the Chnrcb, the ſentence of Ex, 
communication ſhall proceed according to the Di- 
rectory, 

Ill, But the Perſons who hold other erroursin 
Judgement about points wherein Learned oy 

6 Vg1s 
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Godly men poſlibly may, or do differ, andwhich 
ſubyert not the Faith, nor are deſtruftive to God. 
lincfs; Or that be guilty of ſuch fins of infirmity| 
as are commonly found in the Children of God; 
Or, being otherwiſc Sound in the Faith and hol! 
in Life ( and ſo not falling under cenſure by the 
former Rules ) endeayour to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit ia the bond of Peace, and do yet out df 
Conſcience not come upto the obſervation of all 
thoſe Rules, which are or ſhall be eſtabliſhed by! 
Authority for regulating the outward W orſhip off 
God, and Government of his Church, wee ds 
not decerne to be ſuch again(t whom the ſentence| 
of Excommunication for theſe caufes ſhuald be de: 
nounced. 

IV, When the ſin becomes publick and juſth 
ſcandalous, the offender is to be dealt with by the 
Eſderſhip, to bring him to Repentance, and to 
ſuch a manifeſtation thereof, as that his Reper- 
tance may be as publick as the ſcandal ; But if he 
remain obſtinate, heis atlaſt ro be Excommani. 
cated, and in the mean time to be ſuſpended 
from the Lords Supper. 

V. .And whercas there be diyerſe and various 
Judgements touching the power of Excommuni- 
cation and the proper ſubje& thereof, we conceive 
that for clearing of difficulties, avoiding of offen« 
ces, preſervation of Peace and ſuch like, thele 
following Dirc&ions are fit to be obſerved. 

VI. Inthe great and difficult caſes of Excot 
munication, whether concerning Doctrine of 
converſation, the Claſlical Presbytery upon the 
knowledge thereof, may examine the Perſon, 
couſider the nature of the offence, with the ag- 
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gravations thereof: and ay they ſhall fee juſt 
cauſe, may declare and deceine that he is to be 
Excommunicated, which ſhall be done by the. 
Elderſhip of that Congregation whereof he isa 


| Member, with the conſent of the Congregation, 


ia this or the like manner. 

II, As there {hall be cauſe, ſeveral publick 
admonitions ſhall be givento the offender ( if hee 
appear ) and Prayers made for him. 

VIii, When the offence is {o hainous, that it 


| Cryesto Heaven for yengeance, waſteth the Con- 


ſcience, and is generally ſcandalous, the cen- 
ſures of the Church may proceed with more ex- 
pedition. 

IX. Inthe admonitions, let the fa be charged 
upon the offender, with the clearec evidence of his 
puilt thereof ; Then, let the nature of his ſin, 
the particular aggravations of it , the puniſh- 
ments and curſes threatned againſt it, the dangee 
of impenitency, eſpecially after ſuch means uſed, 
the woful condition of them caſt out from the 
favour of God and Communion of the Saints; the 
great mercy of God in Chriſt to the penitent, how 
ready and willing Chriſt is to forgive, and the 
Church ro accept him upon his ſerious repen- 
tance z Let theſe, or the like particulars be urged 
upon him, out of ſome ſutable places of the aoly 
Scriptures, 

X, The {ame particulars may be mentioned in 
Prayer, wherein the Lord is to be intreated to 
bleſs this admonition to him, and to affc& his 
heart with the conſideration of theſe things, 
thereby to bring him unto true Repentance. 

&L It upon the laſt admonition and Prayer 

H pag there 


fore, m the Name of 
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there be no evidence nor ſigne of his Repentance 
let the dreadful ſentence of Excommunication b! 
pronounced, with calling upon the name, ot God, 
in thelc or the like expretlivns. 


ok thisin [/hereas thou N. tal 
fon, if oe. Been by ſuſficient prof 
party be av. £9nViffed of ( here men 
ſent, tion the Sin ) and, afit 
due admomtion and prayer remail 
ef? obllinate, without any evident 
or ſigne of true Repentance ; T here 
the Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt, and before this Cor. 
gregat:on, 1 pronounce and deciart 
thee N. Excommunicated, and ſbi 
out from Communion of the Faithful 
Let the prayer accompanying the Sentence be t? 
this ctte&t, 


That God who hath appointed this terrible Sentent? 
oy removing offences , and redueing of obſtinat 
(raners, would be preſent with thu by ordinance, 
20 make it efſeftual to all theſe holy ends, for wh 
he hath appointed it, that this retaining of the offs 
ders fin, and /{utting him out of the Church, may 
him with fear and ſhame, br-ake his oft nate hea" 
and be a means to deſtroy the fleſb, and to recov® 
him from the powey of the Divel, that his Sp 
2173 yet be/aved; that orhiers atſa may be a 
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with ſeare, and not dave t0 ſin ſo preſumptuouſly, 

«nd that all ſuch corrupt leaven being purged out of 
the Church ( which is the houſe of God ) Jeſus 
Chriſt may delight to dwe!! jn the mid(} of them. 

XII. Alter che denunciation of this Sentence the 
People are to be warned, that they hold him to 
be caſt out of the Communion of the Church, and 
to ſhun all Communion with him, Nevertheleſs, 
Excommunication dillolveth not the bonds of 
civil or natural Relations, nor exempt from the 
duties belonging to them. 

X11. This Sentence islikewiſe to be made. 
known, Not only to that, but to any other 
Claſſisor Congregation,as occaſion [hall require, 
by ceaſon ot hisabude orc converling with them. 


ee —. 


—— 


Sect, XVII. 
T he order of froceedins to LAbſolu- 


£108. : 
T after Excommunication, the lignes of Repen. 

tance appeare in the ExcommMunicated Perſon, 
ſuch as Gosly ſorrow for ſin, as having thereby 
incurred Gods heavy diſpicafure, occaſioned 
ericte to his brethren, and juſtly provocked them 
to caſt him cat of their Communion ; together 
with a full purpoſe c f heart to turne from his fin 
unto God, and to reforme what hath been amils 
in him; with an humble defire of recovering his 
peace with God and his People, and tg be reſtored 
tothe light of Gods Countenance, and the Com= 
EEE H 2 pynie 
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munion of the Church ; He 4sto be brought be. 
fore the Congregation, and there alſo to make 
free confeſſion of his fin with ſorrow for it, to call 
upon God for mercy in Chrift, to ſeek to bere- 
ſtoredto the Communion ofthe Charch ; pro» 
Miſingto God new obedience and to them more 
holy and circumſpe&t walking as becometh the 
Goſpel: Heis to be pronounced inthe namecf| 
Chriſt abſolved and free from the cenfures of the 

Church, and declared to have right toall the or-/ 
dinances of Chrift, with praifing of God for his} 
Grace, and Prayer that he may be fully accepted 
to bis fayour, and hear joy and ghadnefs to this 
effec, 

To praiſe God who delighteth not in the death of 
« (inner, but that he may repent and live, for ble. 
(eng the ordinance of Excommunication, and mak. 
ing itefſeftual by bis Spirit to the recovering of thi 
offender, To megnifie the mercy of God through | 
JeſwChriſt in pardoxing and receiving to his favour, 
the moſt grievous offenders, whenſoever they un 
feignedly repent and forſake their ſins. 

To pray for aſſurance of mercy and forgiventſ; 
z0 this Penetent, and ſo to bleſs his Ordinance of 
Abſolution, that he may find himſelfe looſed there. 
by, and that the Lord would henceforth ſo uphold 
«nd ſtrengthen him by bus Spirit, that being ſound 
inthe Faith, and holy in all manner of Converſation, 
God may be honoured, the Church edified, aud 
himſelfe ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſas. 


Theo 
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ht be. 


make} 10. Then ſhall follow the ſentence of Abſolution, 
tocalll intheſe or the like words, 
be re- 

pro" Whereas thou N. haft for thy (in 


pa been (but out from the Communion of 
med. the Faithful, and halt now mant- 
ofthe | feſted thy Repentance, wherein the 
' his Church refteth ſatufied, In the 
epte?! Name of Feſus Chriſt, before this 
ml Congregation, 1 pronounce aud de- 

clare thee abſolved from the ſentence 
| of Excommunication formerly de- 
fthi | nounced again(} thee, And do Te- 
'ow9h | cerve thee to the Communion of the 
"| Church, and the free uſe of all the 
Ordimances of Chrift, that thou 
en" | mayelt be partaker of all his benefits 
here. | Zo thy eternal Salvation. 


III, Afterthis Sentence of Abſolution, the Mi. 
niſter ſpeakerh to him as toa Brother, exhorting 
W him to watch and Pray, or comforting him it 
> there be need ; the Elders embrace bim, and tha 
whole Congregation holdeth Communion with 
him as one of their own, 
In IV. Although it be the duty of Paſtors and 
other ruling officers to uſe all diligence and vigi- 


lancy both by DgArine and Diſcipline P__ 
a1” 


th of 
ble. 
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ly for the preventing and purging qut ſuch Errors, | 
Herefies, Schiſmes, and Scantals, as tend to the 

detriment and diſtutbance of the Church + Yet 
becauſe it may fall , out through the pride and 

ſtubbornneſs of offenders, ' that theſe means atore | 
will not be effeQtualto that, pacpofe;; 'It is there. 
fore neceſſary, after all this, .to implore the aid 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, wh$ ought to* uſe his 
coercive power for the (uppreſling of all ſuch of. | 
fences, and yindicating the diſcipline ot the Chucch | 
from contempt, 


P"_ 


SECT, XY... 
Of Ordination of © Miniſters. 


Ecanſe no man ought to take upon him the 
office of a Miniſter of the Word without a 
lawſul Call, therefore, Ortination which is the 
ſolemn ſetting' apart of a Perſon, unto ſome 
publick Church office, is alwayesto be continued 
in the Church, | 
11. Whenhe who isto be ordained Miniſter, 
hath been firſt duely examined rouching his fitneſs 
both tor life and Miniſterial abilities, according to 
the cules of the Apoſtie, by thoſe who are to or- 
daine him, andbath been by them approved, He 
is then to be axdained by impoſition. of hands and 
prayer with faſting. Butif any perſon be found 
wnſit.he is not to be ordaine's  ' / 
:.. 1LLL, It isagreeable to the word, and very expc- 
dient, that ſuch as are to be ordained Miniſters be 


. deligned to ſome -particular Church , or other 


Miaiſterial charge. 1y, Ordi- 


«1d ordination of Minifterg 


IV. Ordination is thea&t ofa Presbytery unto 
which the power of ordering-the whole work 
belonges ; yet ſo as that the preaching resbyters 
orderly aſſociated either in Cities, or in neigh? 


| bouring villages, arethoſeto whom the impoli. 


tion of hands doth appertain , for thoſe Con- 
oregations within their bounds reſpeQtively. 
And thereforeit is very requiſite that no ſingle 
Congregation which can conyeniently aflociate, 


! doaſſume to i (clfe, all and fole power in Ordi- 


nation. 

Y. No Perſon or Perſons may or ought to no. 
minare, appoint, or chooſe any man ro be a Mi- 
niſter fora Gongregation, who is not fit and able 
for that work : 4nd if ary. unfit man be nomi- 
natedto the Claſſical Presbytery, they are tore» 
fuſe to admit him. | 

71. When any Miniſter isto be ordained for a 
particular Congregation, or tran{}ated from one 
place to another, the People of that Congrega - 
tioff to which heisto be ordained or acmitted, 
{hall bave notice of it, and if they ſhew juſt cauſe 
ofexception againſt him, he is not to be ordained 
or admitted, And inthe meane time till one be 
admitted, the Pregbytery ſhall provide for the ſup. 
ply'ofthe Congregation. 

VII. The Congregation, if they conceive 
themſelyes wronged by any att of the Prebytery, 
ſhall have liberty -to appeal to the next Synod, 
which upon hearing of the matter ſhall judge as 
the cauſe ſhall require. 


SECT- 
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Sx c T,” XIX. 


The Dwettory for Or dination of 


Miners. 
]T* being manifeſt by the word of God that ng 


man ought to take upon him the office of a Mi. 
niſter of the Goſpel untill he be lawfully called and 
ordained thereunto, and that the work 'of Ordi- 
vation isto be performed with a!l due care, wil. 
dome, gravity, and Solcmnity ; wee- humbly 
tender thefe Direfions as requilice to be obſerved, 

I. He thatis to be ordained, being either nomi- 
nated by the people,or otherwiſe c« © mmendedto 
the Presbytery for any place, mult addreſs himſelf 
tothe Presbytery, and bring with him a teſt:mio; 
nial of his raking the Covenant of the three King 
doms, of his diligence and proficiency in his $ty- 
dics, what degrees he bath taken in the Univerſi 
ty, and what hath been the time ot his abode 
there, and withall of bis age, which isto be four 
and twenty years, bur eſpecially of his Life os 
C-nverſation. 

11. Which being conſidered by the Presbytery, 

they are to proceed to enquire touching the Grace 
of Godinhim, and whether he be of ſuch Holi- 
: neſs of life asis requiſite in a Miniſter of the Gor 
ſpc}: And ro examine him touching his Leatn- 
12g and ſufficiency : and touching the cyidences 
of his calling to the holy Miniſtry, "any in particu- 
lar his fair and diret callingto that place. _- 
5 The 
\ 


| 
| 


08 of 


that no 
of a Mi. 
led and 
f Ordi- 
e, wil. 
Wmbly 
{erved. 
* NOMi- 
1ded to 
himſelf 
ſtino 
Rings 
1s Itu- 
iverſj« 
abode 
)C four 


te jul 


Wwterf, 
Grace 
| Holi- 
ie Gov 
Learl- 

dences 
articu- 


A 


The 


| 


' © end Ofdination of Miniſters 


The Rules ſor Examinaticn are theſe. 


_ 1. Thatthe party bZ dealt with in a Byotherly 
ay, with mildneſs of ſpirit, and with ſpecial re- 
ſpe to the Gravity, Modeſty, and quality of every 
one, | 

2, He ſhall be examined touching hs kill in the 
Original tongues, and the tyyal to be made by read- 
ing the Hebrew and Greek Teſtaments, and reu- 
dering ſome portion of them» into 1 atine; And if 


'he be de fettive mm them, « »gquiry ſhall be made the 
- wore ſtriftly after bis other Learning, and whe- 


ther be hath $kill in 1 ogick and Philoſophy. 

3, What authors in Divinity he hath read, 6d 
5; beſl a'quainted with; Andiryal ſhall be made 
of hs knowledge in the chief.grounds of Religion, 
and 'of his ability to deſeyi the Orthodox Dofirine 


toniained in them, againſt all unſound and errone- 


-015 0pinions, eſpecially thoſe of the preſent age : of 
| * bus skill in the jenſe and meaning of ſuch places of 
- Scripture as ſhall be propoſed ts him, in caſes of 


Conſcience, in the Chronology of Scripture, and 
the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 

4: tfhehath not preached in publick, with ap- 
probation of ſuch as are able tn judge, he ſhall at 4 
competent time aſcigned him, expound before the 
Prerbytery ſuch 4 place of Scripture as ſball be 
given him. 

5. He ſhall alſo within a competent time, frame 
« Diſcourſe in Latine upon ſuch a common place or 
Controverſy in Divinity as ſhall be aſsigned him, 
and exhibite to the Presbytery ſuch Theſes as ex- 
preſs the ſum thereof, and maintain « Diſpute up= 


0n them, 
6, He 
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\ with the peopte; *that they may-have«tryal of hi 


--and occaſion to inquire into,. and: the better t0 


'befent fromthe Presbytery to the Congregation 


© ko the Church door, To: fagnifie that ſuch a daj 


_ Nter: Orotherwiſe to put in with all Chriſtial 
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6. He ſhall Preach before the People, the Presly 
tery Or ſome of the' Miniſters of the Word'aþpointe 
by them, "being preſent. ® + 2 + 
7. The proportion of bis Gifts in relation toth 


'place unt9 which he 55 called, ſhall be conſidered. 


' 8. Beſide the trial of bis Gifts in reaching, h 
ſhall undergo an examination in the premiſſes tw1 
ſeveral dayes or mare, if the Presbytery ſhall judy 
1 neceſſary, 

"9. And as for bim- that hath been formerly or. 
dined a Miniſter, and is to be removed 40 ant 


* Yher charge, he ſhall bring a Teſtimonial of bi 0r. 
. Gination, and of his Abilities and. Converſation, 
" whereupon h#s fitmeſs for that place ſball. he tryed 
* by his |'reaching there, and (if i6:/bell. be judge 


Weeeſſary) by afarther examination of- him, 


+ Hl; Inal} which bg being approved. he isto 


be ſent to the Church where he is to-ſerve, there 
'*6 Preach: three ſeveral dayes, and;to conver 


Gilts for their Edificatiun., and: may have time 


know, his life and converſation» : ..' 
IV. IntheliftoF theſe three dayes'appointe! 
for the tryal of his Gifts in Preaching, there hal 


a publick intimacion (in writing, - which ſhall bt 
publickly read before the people and after affxe! 


a competent number of the Members of tha 
Conoregation nomirated by themſelves, ſhall ap 
pear before the Presbytery, to give their conſent 
and approbation to ſuch a Man to be their Min- 
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Ji(cretion and 'meekneſs, what exceptions they 
have againſt 'him: And if upon the day appoint- 
edthere be -no juſt exception againſt him, but 
the people give their conſent, then the Pregbyte- 
ry ſhajl proceed to Ordination. | 
V. Upon the day appointed for Ordination, 
which isto. be performed in that Church where 
hethat is tobe ordained, is to ſerve; Aſolemn 
faſt ſhall be kept by the Congregation, that they 
may the more earneſtly joyn in Prayer for a bleſ- 


| ſing upon the Ordinance of Chriſt, and the 1a-- 
| bours of his Servant for their 'go00d. The Precby. * 


tery ſhall come to the place, or at lealt three or” 
four Mihiſtersof the Word ſhall be ſent thither 

from the-Presbytery , of which one appoirited* 
by the 'Pregbyterv ſhall Preach to the people” 
concerning the office and' duty of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt; and how the people bought to receive 
them for their: works ſake. *- a 

VI. After the Sermon, the Miniſter who hath 

Preached, (hall in the face of the Congreg1tion 
demand of hi : who is now to be ordained con- 

cetnin®his Faith ih Chriſt T:ſus, and his perſwas 
ſiinot the Truth of the Reformed Re'igion ac- 
cording tothe Scripture ; his: ſincere intentions 
andends in deſiring to enter into this Calling ; 
bis diligence in Prayer, Reading, Meditation , 
Preaching,, ,Miniſtring the Sacraments , Diſcis 
pline, and dufrg all other Min (terial Duties to= 
ward his chirge ; his zeal and faithfu'neſs in 
maintaining, the Truth of the Goſpel and Unity 

of the Church again) Erroar and Schiſme ; -his 
care thathimC.1f and his Familr may be unblam- 
ableandex2rpples to the Flock; his ng 

- an 


Cs 
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and humility in meekneſs of Spirit to ſubmit un» 
to the adMonitions of his Brethren and Diſcipline 
of the Church, and his refolution to continuein | 
Duty againſt all rroubles and perſecution. 

Vil. Inall which having declared himſelf, pro. 
feſſed his willingneſs, and promiſed his endez. 
vours by the kelp of God , The Minifter like- 
wiſe ſhall demand ot the people concerning theit| 
willingneſs to receive and acknowledge him a 
the Miniſter of Chriſt, and tv obey and ſubmit 
unto him; as having rule over them in the Lord 
and to maintain , encourage, and aſliſt him ir 
all the parts of his Office, 

VLIt. Which being mutually promiſed by the 
people, the Prebytery, or the Miniſters ſent from 
them tor Ordination, ſhall Cylemaly ſet him apa 
to the Office and Work of the Miniſtry, by "ayin 
their hands on him, -which is to be accompani 
with a ſhort Prayer, or Bleſſing tothis effec; 


T hankfully acknowledging tht 
great mercy of Godin ſending Jeſu 
Chriſt for the Redemption of bus 
People, and for his aſcenſion totlt 
right hand of the Father, and 
thence pouring out his Spirit, and 
giving Gifts to Men, Apoſtles, 
Ewvangelifts,Prophets,Paſtors,ani 
Teachers, for the gathering anl 
building up of hrs Church, and fo 
ful 
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tting and inclining this man to 
thisgreat Work; To entreat hin 
to fill him with his holy Spirit, to 


grve him (whom in his Name we 


thus ſet apart to this holy Service ) 
to fulfill the Work of his Mmiſtry 
malithings, that be may both {ave 


himſelf and the People commuted 
to bis charge. 


$X. This orthe like form of Prayer or Bleſſing 
being ended, let the Miniſter who Preached, 
briefly exhort him to conſider the greatneſs of 
his Office and Work, the danger of negligence 
Both to himſelf and his people, the Bleſſing 
which will accompany hisfaith/ulneſs in this life, 
and that to come ; And withall exhort the 
peopleto carry themſelvesto him as to their Mi. 
niſter in the Lord, according to their ſolemn pro- 
mite made before. And ſo by prayer both com. 
mending Him and his Flock to the grace of God, 
After the ſinging of a Pſalm, let the Aflembly be 
diſmiſſed with a Bleſling. 

X, 1f a Miniſter be dcfagned to a Congregati- 
on, . who hath been formerly ordained Presbvter 
according to the form of Ordination which hath 
been in the Church of England, which we hold 
for ſubſtance to be valide , and not to be dif- 
claimed by any who have receivedit ; Then 


there bring a cautious proceeding in. matter of 


cxaminatign 
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examination, Jet him be admitted without any 
new Ordination. 

XI. Andincaſc any perſon already ordained 
Miniſter in Sco:land, or in any other Reforme! 
Church, be deſigned to a Congregation in Em. 
land, he is to bring from that Church to the 
Prebytery here, within which that Congregati 
on is, a ſufhcient Teſtimonial of his Ordination, 
of his Liſe and Converſation while he lived with 
them, and of the cauſes of his removal, Anl 
to undergo ſuch atryal of his fitneſs and ſufhcie 
Cy, and to l;ave the ſame courſe held withhi 
in other particulars, as is ſet down in the rule im 
mediatly going before touching examivation and 
admiſton. 

X11. That Records be carefully kept in th 
ſeveral Presbyteries of the Names of the perſon 
ordained with their Teſtimonials, ' the time aft 
place of their Ordination, of the Presbyters who 
did impoſe hands upon them, and of the chay 
to which chey are appointed. 

X[1I. That [po Money or gift of what kind (6 
ever ſhall be received from the perſon to be 0 
dained, or from any on his behalf for Ordin 
tion, or ought elſe belonging to- it, by any 0 
the Presbytery , or any appertaining to any 0 
them, upon what precnce ſoever., 


XIV. Thus far the ordinary rules. and courſe! 
Ordination in the ordinary way. That whis 
coucerns the extraordinary way, requiſtuet 
be now praiſed, followeth, 

1, In theſe preſent exigences ,while we cans: 
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power and work, and that many Miniſters. are 
to be ordained for the Service of the Armics and 
Navie, and to many Congregations where there 
isno Miniſter at all , and where (by reaſon of 
the publick troubles) the people cannot either 
themſelyes enquire out and find one, who may be 
a faithful Miniſter for them, or have any with 
ſafety ſent, unto them for ſuch a ſolemn tryal as 
was betore mentioned in the ordinary rules, clpe- 
cially when there can be no Presbytery near untg 
them, to whom tney may addreſs themſelyes, 
or which may come orſend to them a fit manto 
be ordained in that Congregation, and for that 
people, And yet notwithſtanding iris requiſite 
that Miniſters be ordained for them, by ſome 
who being ſet apart themſelyes for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, have powerto joyn in the ſetting 
apart of others who are found fir and worthy : 
Inthefe caſes, until by Gods blcſling the atore. 
ſaid difficulties may be in ſome g20d meaſure re. 
moyed, let ſome godly Miniſters in or about the 
City of- London, be deſigned by publick Autho. 
rity; who being aſſociated may ordain Miniſters 
for the City, and the Vicinity, keeping as near 
to the ordinary rules forementioned as poſlibly 
they may, Andlet this aſlociation be for no 0. 
ther intent or purpoſe, but only for the work of 
Ocdination, 

2, Let the like aſſociation be made by the 
ſame Authority in great Towns and the Neigh. 
bouring Pariſhes in the ſeveral Counties, which 
are at the preſent quiet and undiſturbed, to do the 
like for the parts adjacent. 


3s Let ſuch as arc choſen br 2ppointed = 
| bo 
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the ſervice of the Armies or Navie be ordained! 
aboyeſaid by the aſſociated Miniſters of Londoy, & 
ſome others in the Countries. 

LV, Letthem do the likc when any man hl 
due'y and lawfully be recommended to themkor 
the Miniſtery of any Congregation, who canta 
enjoy liberty to have a tryal of his parts and abili. 
ties, and deſire the help of ſuch Miniſters foals. 
ciated for che better furniſhing of them with a Per. 
ſon, as by them ſhall be judged fit for the ſervice 
of that Church and People. 


Cornelius Burges Prolocutor, pro tempord 
Henry Roborough, Scrib, 
Adoniran: Byfield Sctib, 


